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Most Americans are not taught what’s in the Constitution, nor are they aware 
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CULTURE 


A Helping Hand 

by Troy Anderson — Thousands of those Jesus Christ called the 
“least of these” — the homeless — are suffering and dying on the 
streets of Los Angeles and other cities across America. It’s time to fix 
decades of “misguided and faulty” policies. 


EDUCATION 


Good Public-school Teachers Under Siege 

by Alex Newman — Public schools do have good teachers who 
want to follow the best education practices and who object to the 
indoctrination of the LBGTQ agenda, but they are being penalized. 


RELIGION 


The Left’s “ABC” Syndrome 

by Charles Scaliger —The Left has an “anything but Christianity” 
attitude because it wants to erase individuality and God-given human 
rights — both products of Christianity — to empower government. 


BOOK REVIEW 


So You Call Yourself a Liberal? 

by Laurence M. Vance — “Liberalism” used to emphasize the right 
of an individual to determine what pursuits he would follow and 
goals he would achieve. The author of For a New Liberalism would 
like a return to that meaning. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


The Divine Message of Freedom 

by Dennis Bebreandt — Often overlooked, the Judeo-Christian 
tradition and texts, through their foundational historicity, both teach 
and attest to the fundamental importance of freedom and warn 
about the evil that is the State. 
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Mortality Figures 


One of the TNA articles I found par- 
ticularly interesting was the article on 
vaccines (“California’s Vaccination 
Mandate,” October 7 issue). The author 
indicates that the CDC is telling parents 
that the current measles mortality rate is 
100 to 300 per 100,000 cases. The author 
further articulates that there have been 
only two measles deaths in the United 
States since 2003 and that the mortality 
rate in 1960 (just before the measles vac- 
cine was developed) was .3 per 100,000, 
or less than one person per 300,000 
cases. Lastly, the mortality rate for the 
early 1900s was also given, at 10 deaths 
per 100,000 cases. The question is then 
asked why the CDC is now citing such 
high mortality rates. 

If the CDC is citing rates of 100 to 300 
deaths per 100,000, that number does ap- 
pear to be inflated. And, it is often said, 
one can get statistics to show just about 
anything. To get the actual present mea- 
sles mortality figure, we need significant 
data that is not presented in the article: 
How many cases of measles have oc- 
curred since 2003 (with 2003 included)? 
I looked that up: 3,676 cases. If one does 
the fourth-grade arithmetic of 3,676 cases 
with two deaths, the mortality rate over 
that period of time comes out to 54 per 
100,000 measles cases — 54! That num- 
ber is over fives times higher than the 
mortality rate in the early 1900s, when 
sanitary conditions were much poorer 
than they are today. 

Further, most years from 2003 to 
2018, there have been less than 200 
cases of measles per year (with 2011 
and 2018 being exceptions, with 1,024 
and 667 cases, respectively). In the year 
2019 (which isn’t over yet), there have 
been 1,250 measles cases. Percentage- 
wise, that is a significant increase, 
though the number is still negligible 
when considering the population of the 
United States. 

I am not in favor of mandated vac- 
cines, or even the measles vaccine itself. 
However, I don’t necessarily discount 
vaccines altogether. I wonder why the 
author didn’t calculate that the measles 
mortality rate from 2003-2019 to 54 per 
100,000? That would seem to be a sig- 
nificant data point. The article certainly 
suggests that the number of vaccines ad- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


ministered and the early ages that they 
are administered is a problem, which 
makes sense to me. 
MICHAEL WOLF 
Sent via e-mail 


The Rule of Law 


Adolf Hitler was a strong proponent and 
supporter of it; crazy Bernie Sanders and 
Hillary Clinton just about adore it; and 
even Rush Limbaugh has mentioned it 
positively many times. However, our 
Founders were not really enamored with it 
— actually rebelling against its use by the 
English Parliament and its promulgation 
by King George. Of course, I am talking 
about the “rule of law.” 

Our Founders were very cognizant 
of the reason why the Roman Republic 
morphed into the Roman Empire, a dicta- 
torship. This happened when voters in the 
Roman Republic passed laws that resulted 
in the Republic becoming a dictatorship. 
For this reason our Founders were mis- 
trustful and even fearful of a pure democ- 
racy. This is one reason that “the rule of 
law” cannot be found in the Constitution. 

Some will say that “the due process of 
law” means “the rule of law.” But they are 
not the same. 

The first refers to wording found in the 
Sixth Amendment and can be described as 
an “impartial jury.” “Law” in “the rule of 
law” refers to the ability of the legislative 
process to change the law. If the rule of 
law was found in the U.S. Constitution, 
there would not need to be a procedure to 
amend the Constitution — which there is. 
To change the Constitution with “the rule 
of law,” we just have to change the law, 
not amend the Constitution. 

The function of our Constitution, espe- 
cially the bill of rights, is to protect the un- 
alienable rights that were granted to us by 
our Creator, not subject us to a legislative 
process controlled by men. 

Dr. W. DAvID HERBERT 
Senior member of the 
state bar of Montana 
Billings, Montana 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Massachusetts Town Looks to Lower Voting Age to 16 


On November 21, the town of Brookline, Massachusetts, voted 
in a town meeting to seek approval from the state to lower the 
voting age in town to 16 years old. The town voted 142-71 in 
favor of the measure. 

If approved by the state, the new rule would allow 16- and 
17-year-olds to vote in municipal elections and, when registered, 
to become a town meeting member. 

“These elections directly impact these young people,” said board 
member Raul Fernandez, a proponent of the lowered voting age. 

“At the age of 16, they can start working and paying taxes on 
that work,” Fernandez explained. “There’s no reason why these 
young people should not have a say in our politics and actually 
giving them a say in our politics will make us even better.” 

The nearby city of Somerville has also approved allowing 
16- and 17-year-olds to vote in local elections and is awaiting 
approval by the state legislature. Other Massachusetts munici- 
palities such as Concord and Northampton have also pursued 
legislation allowing 16-year-olds to vote. Organizations such as 
Vote16USA are pressing for younger people to vote, not only in 
Massachusetts, but all over the country. 

In 2013, the City of Takoma Park, Maryland, became the first 
jurisdiction in the United States to allow citizens as young as 
16 to vote in local elections. Hyattsville and Greenbelt, also 
in Maryland, have joined Takoma Park since then. The city of 


Berkeley in California also allows teens as young as 16 to vote, 
but only in school board elections. 

The “Youth Suffrage” movement is gaining ground in the Unit- 
ed States, with Democratic presidential candidate Andrew Yang 
even endorsing it. “Squad” member-in-good-standing Ayanna 
Pressley (D-Mass.) even introduced legislation back in March to 
lower the voting age at the federal level. 

Put simply, Democrats are looking for more votes. High 
school-aged children can be roused by leftist teachers and school 
administrators to go out and vote in favor of gun control and 
climate-change legislation. Polls are often located in those same 
schools — a ready-made left-wing vote factory. 
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Greta Thunberg: “Climate Crisis Is Not Just About the Environment” 


Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, 16, along with fellow 
activists Luisa Neubauer, 23, and Angela Valenzuela, 25, have 
penned an op-ed to coincide with the latest series of “climate 
strikes” and the United Nations COP25 climate-change confer- 
ence in Madrid. In the op-ed, the climate warriors tacitly admit 
that the climate-change movement is about much more than 
the climate. 

The piece, published November 29 in Project Syndicate, makes 
clear what many of us have already known: The climate-hysteria 
movement is more about far-left politics than it is about fighting 
an existential climatic threat to mankind. 


_— 


After giving a laundry list of reasons why we need to be 
afraid of the coming cataclysm, the columnists admit, “That 
action must be powerful and wide-ranging. After all, the climate 
crisis is not just about the environment. It is a crisis of human 
rights, of justice and of political will. Colonial, racist and pa- 
triarchal systems of oppression have created and fueled it. We 
need to dismantle them all. Our political leaders can no longer 
shirk their responsibilities.” 

Finally someone in the climate-hysteria movement has come 
right out and said what the end goal of it is — a systemic over- 
haul of the entire planet’s cultural, governmental, and economic 
systems. 

The newest round of “climate strikes” began on November 
29, and will continue until at least December 6, with hundreds of 
locations worldwide said to be scheduling large-scale protests. It 
is the fervent hope of climate hysterics that their movement will 
take wings owing to the voices of the children — most of whom 
don’t truly understand what they’re protesting about. 

But if the protesters are so worried about increased use of 
fossil fuels, why are they protesting in the United States while 
China, the worst “climate offender” in the world, is spared the 
attentions of the young climate warriors? 

Perhaps it’s because the People’s Republic of China already 
has the type of government that young Greta and her cohorts are 
ultimately calling for: an authoritarian communist dictatorship. 
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“Climate pone Some Believe Global Warming Needs Rebranding 


The cult of climate change is experiencing yet another identity 
crisis. Some in the movement believe that the term “climate 
change” is not frightening enough, and the movement needs a 
rebranding in order to properly rouse the world’s population to 
action against the fake calamity. 

“As a professional namer, I create names for companies, prod- 
ucts and services,” wrote Aaron Hall in a November 27 article 
on AdAge. “After the global climate strike this past September, 
I found myself thinking about the terms ‘climate change’ and 
‘global warming.’ Are these scientific terms too neutral? Do they 
do enough to grab attention and inspire people to take action?” 


Hall believes the terms “Global Meltdown” or “Global Melt- 
ing” might be possibilities. “The names signal that ice caps are 
melting, but also create a more visceral image in the mind — that 
real feeling of ‘melting’ when it’s too hot outside. A meltdown is 
a disastrous event that draws from the ultimate terror of a nuclear 
meltdown, an apt metaphor for nuclear destruction.” 

The brand-naming expert also favors the terms “climate col- 
lapse” and “climate chaos” as sufficiently terrifying. 

It’s not only advertising gurus who believe the term “climate 
change” isn’t a strong enough term to rouse the public to action. 
In June, Call It a Crisis, a group of climate NGOs including 
Greenpeace, Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project, and the Sierra 
Club, wrote an angry diatribe to all of the major television net- 
works, calling for them to begin calling climate change a crisis. 

Nothing says something is a true emergency like having to 
beg television networks for coverage about it. Nevertheless, the 
campaign seems to be slowly having an effect. If you listen to 
mainstream news coverage of climate change, more and more the 
term “climate crisis” is being peppered into the conversation by 
reporters and anchormen. 

So, perhaps Hall is on to something. Maybe what the climate- 
change hysterics need is a rebranding to properly frighten the 
populace into giving up our meat, giving up our automobiles, and 
giving up our freedom. 


Report: YouTube BIDEKeS More Than 300 of Trump’s Ads 


YouTube is blocking President Trump’s paid political advertise- 
ments, but the video service won’t say which YouTube policies 
the ads violated. 

YouTube has censored hundreds of the Republican president’s 
ads, CBS’ 60 Minutes reported on December 1, news that is hard- 
ly surprising given revelations that surfaced over this summer. 

As THE NEW AMERICAN reported in June, Google is reworking 
its algorithms to help defeat Trump in 2020. 

The revelation about the censored Trump ads came in an inter- 
view with YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki. 

“President Trump has been advertising a lot on YouTube late- 


ly,” 60 Minutes correspondent Lesley Stahl began. “Have you 
taken down any of President Trump’s ads at all?” 

Replied Wojcicki, “There are ads ... that were not approved to 
run on Google or YouTube.... They’re available in our transpar- 
ency report.” 

“Kind of,” Stahl continued, noting that Google does indeed 
archive censored ads. “We looked at President Trump’s ads. Over 
300 videos were taken down, mostly over the summer. But the 
archive doesn’t detail what rules they violate. There’s no trans- 
parency in the transparency report. The ads typically did run for 
a few days before they were taken down. And Google got paid 
for them.” 

Then Stahl asked how Wojcicki and YouTube answer the 
charge from conservatives that the social-media behemoth — 
users watch a billion hours of video per day, Stahl reported — 
censors views from the Right. 

Replied the CEO: “There are lots of very successful conserva- 
tives, creators on YouTube. Our systems, our algorithms, they 
don’t have any concept of understanding what’s a Democrat, 
what’s a Republican. And we do hear this criticism from all sides. 
We also have people who come from more liberal backgrounds 
who complain about discrimination. And so I think that no matter 
who you are, we are trying to enforce our policies in a consistent 
way for everybody.” 

Stahl did not report whether YouTube kept the money it was 
paid for the ads. Hi 


Nikki Haley Remains a Strong Trump Supporter 
“In every instance that I dealt with him, he listened and he was great to 
work with.” 

Interviewed about her newly released book, With All Due Respect, former 
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley didn t perform as 
the liberal mass media wished. Instead, she praised President Trump as 
a good leader. 


Catholics in China Forced to Honor 

Communist Leaders, Not Christ and Saints 

“Transform believers in religion into believers in the party.” 
The South China Morning Post approvingly noted that numerous steps are being taken to convert Chinese 
Catholics into worshippers of the communist Chinese government. In one church, a crucifix and a painting 
of the Virgin Mary were removed and replaced by portraits of Xi Jinping and Mao Tse-tung. Catholics are 
being told to join the government-run Patriotic Catholic Association that is not connected to the Vatican. 


AP Images 


North Korea’s Unusual Attention-getting Strategy Bared 

“The North Koreans are telling the United States, ‘We will have to do something very bad unless you 
do something for us by the end of the year, so please help us stop ourselves.’” 

A former South Korean negotiator who sought, but did not gain, reunification of the two Koreas, Kim 
Hyung-ki presented his unusual assessment of the current North Korea- 
United States impasse several weeks ago. 


Secretary of State Sends a Warning 

to Beijing About Unrest in Hong Kong 

“We have human rights standards that we apply all across the world, and 
Hong Kong is no different.” 

Both houses of Congress have already approved legislation supporting 
the Hong Kong demonstrators. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo stated 
that the United States would oppose — with possible alterations in cur- 
rent trade arrangements and the possible imposition of additional sanc- 
tions — Chinas oppression of Hong Kong. 
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Trump Defender Gets Space in New York Times for His Opinion 

“President Trump was doing exactly what voters elected him to do when he asked Ukraine President 
Zelensky to account for Ukraine’s dealings with the Bidens. Exposing that system is a legitimate inter- 
est of the United States.” 

As editor of the conservative publication Modern Age, Daniel McCarthy used the op-ed space provided 
him by the Trump-bashing New York Times to inject some sense into the impeachment crusade being 
waged by Democrats. 


U.S. Military Forces Are Stationed All Over the Globe 
“12,000 - 13,000 in Afghanistan; 6,000 in Iraq; 45,000 - 65,000 in Saudi Arabia and other Persian Gulf 
Nations; 6,000 - 7,000 in Africa; 78,000 in Japan and South Korea; 200 in Syria; more than 35,000 in 
NATO nations; more than 2,000 in the Philippines and Australia.” 

Providing the above numbers in an article appearing in the New York Times, 
Thomas Gibbons-Neff and Eric Schmitt conclude that President Trump is 
not so much ending wars as he is moving troops from one conflict to another. 


UN Leader Sings the Same Climate-change Song 

“The point of no return is no longer over the horizon. It is in sight and 
hurtling toward us.” 

At the start of the two-week international conference in Madrid, UN Sec- 
retary-General Antonio Guterres pointed to the fears of “young people” 
who have been persuaded that humans are causing the Earths tempera- 
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Thousands of those Jesus Christ called the “leas 
— the homeless — are suffering and dying o 
Los Angeles and across Americ 

and faulty 


by Troy Anderson 


Bales has been fighting to raise 

awareness about a human catastro- 
phe of biblical proportions unfolding in Los 
Angeles — the nation’s homeless capital — 
and throughout California and America. 

Known and loved for his daily walks 
on Skid Row to personally greet homeless 
people outside their tents, Bales’ right leg 
became infected with a flesh-eating dis- 
ease in 2016, and doctors amputated the 
lower half. 

Within months of his recovery, the chief 
executive officer at the Union Rescue Mis- 
sion, who offered to give his “other leg and 
more if we could get a roof over everyone’s 
head,” was on Skid Row again to greet peo- 
ple, though now he has a prosthetic leg. 

A 2018 state audit found California 
has more people experiencing homeless- 
ness than any other state, and it does a 
“poor job of sheltering this vulnerable 
population.” 

Pastor Matthew Barnett, senior pastor of 
Angelus Temple and co-founder of the Los 
Angeles Dream Center, a massive facility 
based out of the former Queen of Angels 
Hospital that provides beds and services to 
hundreds of homeless people and families, 
says he’s “never quite seen anything in my 
life” like the “perfect storm” of homeless- 
ness now unfolding in Los Angeles and 
other parts of California. 

“It’s just really tragic and heartbreak- 
ing,” says Barnett, whose Dream Center 
is one of 120 similar facilities nationwide. 

Homeless rates in other states tell us 
that the problem is not one that can’t be 
remedied, but in California the crisis of 
homelessness is not only large-scale but 
also entrenched. Bales says Los Ange- 
les County has a national reputation for 
“leaving people on the streets.” 

“We leave 75 percent of the people 
devastated by homelessness on the 
streets,” Bales says. “In contrast, New 
York puts a roof over the heads of 95 per- 


| : or over two decades, Reverend Andy 


Troy Anderson is a Pulitzer Prize-nominated journal- 
ist, best-selling FaithWords/Hachette author of The 
Babylon Code and Trumpocalypse, former executive 
editor of Charisma magazine, and a Los Angeles 
Daily News reporter. He writes for Reuters, News- 
max, THE NEW AMERICAN, and other media outlets. 
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cent of the people, and only leaves five 
percent on the streets, and New York has 
more people devastated by homelessness 
than Los Angeles.” 

And the problem is not just one of put- 
ting a roof over someone’s head: A recent 
Los Angeles Times article noted that 76 per- 
cent of the homeless people on the streets 
in Los Angeles are struggling with mental 
health issues, substance abuse addictions, 
poor health, and physical disabilities. 

In fact, in some respects, this tragic 
situation has its roots in the deinstitution- 
alization of people with mental illnesses 
beginning in the 1960s and ’70s. At the 
time, reformers became convinced that 
new psychiatric drugs, which reduced 
symptoms of schizophrenia and other 
mental maladies, would allow the suc- 
cessful release of people from state men- 
tal hospitals into community-based treat- 
ment programs, even though there was 
little evidence that would work. 

The problem has long since been exac- 
erbated by government policies that have 
made housing unaffordable and have 
made it increasingly difficult for religious 
groups and private citizens to lend a help- 
ing hand. The problem is most acute in 
California, a bastion of liberalism, yet the 
policies that have contributed to home- 
lessness can be reversed. 


Early Impetus 

The movement to deinstitutionalize peo- 
ple with mental illnesses gained popularity 
with the release of several books, includ- 
ing American novelist and countercultural 
figure Ken Kesey’s 1962 novel One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest and the 1975 hit 
film based off the book, starring Jack 
Nicholson. The book and film told the 
story of a sane but socially maladjusted 
man — “Randle Patrick McMurphy” — 
who faked insanity in order to serve his 
sentence for battery and gambling at a 
state mental hospital instead of a prison 
work farm. During his time at the mental 
institution, his rebellious personality gar- 
nered the ire of tyrannical nurse Mildred 
Ratched, and he was drugged, electro- 
shocked, and ultimately lobotomized. 

Over the next couple of decades, state 
mental hospitals would empty out, but 
many of these patients wound up home- 
less as the community treatment centers 
sought to treat mostly those with less se- 
vere mental illnesses. 

“At its baseline, mental health is like 
any other illness and you need a place to 
treat people,” says John Snook, executive 
director of the Treatment Advocacy Cen- 
ter, which advises states on mental health 
and homelessness policies throughout the 
nation. “You need a place for people to get 


Federal concern? Dr. Ben Carson, the U.S. secretary of housing and urban development, recently 
visited Los Angeles’ Skid Row to see firsthand the national epicenter of the homelessness crisis. 
Carson’s office is expected to release a plan to address homelessness that provides an expanded 


role for the faith community. 
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“The most seriously mentally ill are effectively 
disincentivized from getting care. That’s the way the 
system is set up. It’s really allowed the system to fall apart, 
especially for the most seriously ill,” he added. 


Giving body and soul: Union Rescue Mission Chief Executive Officer Reverend Andy Bales greets 


a homeless man outside the mission in Los Angeles. Bales lost a portion of his right leg to a Skid 
Row disease, but is still fighting tirelessly to raise awareness and find solutions for the human 


tragedy unfolding on the streets of America. 


the care that they need for their illness, and 
California, like many other states, has deci- 
mated its ability to provide that care by re- 
ally eliminating most of its treatment beds. 
It’s exacerbated that problem by really 
combining a lack of treatment beds with a 
set of incentives that prioritize care for the 
folks who don’t need it quite as much.” 

“The most seriously mentally ill are 
effectively disincentivized from getting 
care. That’s the way the system is set 
up. It’s really allowed the system to fall 
apart, especially for the most seriously 
ill,” he added. 

Experts are adamant that the street is no 
place to get well. “The longer you leave 
people on the streets the more they are 
devastated by mental health issues, ad- 
dictions, or both,” Bales says. “We’ve not 
responded to these people. We’ve believed 
the myth that people come here to enjoy 
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the nice weather in homelessness. That’s 
not the case at all. About 70-80 percent of 
the people devastated by homelessness on 
our streets are longtime Angelenos.” 

In response, Bales and others are urg- 
ing state lawmakers to pass Assembly Bill 
1040 that would make it easier for judges 
to order some homeless people with men- 
tal health issues into conservatorships, 
which would lead to treatment that they 
otherwise might not voluntarily accept. 

“California has believed in the freedom 
of people to destroy themselves on the 
streets,” Bales says. “Even as I appear on 
ABC7 [KABC-TYV] talking about the po- 
tential good of having conservators, I’m 
going to be attacked by the [American 
Civil Liberties Union] and others because 
I’m not going to allow people to die on 
the streets who can’t make a decision for 
themselves to move in somewhere.” 


“So not only do we not provide people 
places to go, but we leave people on the 
streets with no place to go. We don’t look 
out for someone when they can’t make a 
coherent decision to move in and seek 
shelter.” 

Worse, homelessness is a death sen- 
tence for many: Bales says, “We lose three 
to four people a day from the complica- 
tions of homelessness.” And that’s just in 
the Los Angeles area. 

In 2018, a record number of homeless 
people — 918 — died in Los Angeles 
County “on bus benches, hillsides, rail- 
road tracks and sidewalks,” according to a 
study by Kaiser Health News, a nonprofit 
news service committed to in-depth cov- 
erage of healthcare policy and politics. 

The number of deaths of homeless peo- 
ple has jumped 76 percent over the last 
five years, far outpacing the growth of 
the homeless population. Health experts 
say the increase reflects rising substance 
abuse and growth in the number of people 
who are chronically homeless and don’t 
typically use shelters, meaning they are 
living longer on the streets with serious 
physical and behavioral health issues. 


Calling Out the Cause 

In September, following the release of 
the White House’s Council of Economic 
Advisers (CEA) report “The State of 
Homelessness in America,” President 
Donald Trump visited the San Francisco 
Bay Area, where national media cover- 
age has highlighted open drug use among 
homeless people, sidewalks smeared 
with feces, block-long homeless camps, 
and people with severe mental illnesses 
walking through traffic in socks and hos- 
pital clothes. 

“We can’t let Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and numerous other cities destroy 
themselves by allowing what’s happen- 
ing,” Trump said. “The people of San 
Francisco are fed up and the people of Los 
Angeles are fed up, and we’re looking at 
it, and we will be doing something about 
it at the appropriate time.” 

In the White House report, the authors 
blamed the plight of the homeless on “dec- 
ades of misguided and faulty policies” — 
meaning government policies. 

The authors found that one government- 
caused impediment to fixing the homeless 
crisis was overregulation of housing mar- 
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kets, which increases homelessness by in- 
flating home prices. 

The authors estimated that if the 11 
metropolitan areas with significantly 
supply-constrained housing markets were 
deregulated, overall homelessness in the 
United States would fall by 13 percent, 
including 54 percent in San Francisco, 40 
percent in Los Angeles, and 23 percent in 
New York City. 

The report noted that homelessness is 
concentrated in major cities on the West 
Coast and the Northeast. Almost half 
(47 percent) of all unsheltered homeless 
people are found in California, about four 
times as high as the state’s share of the 
overall U.S. population. 

While many homeless people suffer 
from mental illnesses, addictions, and 
other health issues, experts say another 
large share of homeless people in Califor- 
nia are experiencing homelessness for the 
first time, largely due to the high cost of 
housing and living in the state. 

A recent report by the University of 
Southern California Homelessness Policy 
Research Institute found the top reasons 
for housing loss cited by newly homeless 
individuals included financial or unem- 
ployment reasons (49 percent); conflicts 
with family or household members (15 
percent); break-up, divorce, or separation 
(15 percent); and problematic alcohol or 
drug use (11 percent). 


“In 2017, in response to a question 
about reasons why they were homeless, 
about 50 percent said one of the key fac- 
tors for becoming homeless for the first 
time was economic, so loss of a job, being 
evicted, or not being able to pay the rent,” 
says Gary Painter, a USC professor of 
public policy and director of the Home- 
lessness Policy Research Institute. 

“Now that number in 2019 was 71 
percent among the first-time homeless, 
sO economic reasons are becoming an 
increasing cause for why people are be- 
coming homeless for the first time. The 
trendline of moving from 50 percent to 71 
percent in three years is pretty dramatic. 
We know that people are paying a greater 
percentage of their income in rent. Sur- 
veys have noted that many people don’t 
have enough money in the bank to pay a 
month’s rent if they lose their job.” 

Many of these newly homeless people 
are living in vehicles, campers, or recre- 
ational vehicles. Of Los Angeles County’s 
58,936 homeless people identified during 
a count earlier this year, 2,748 were living 
in their cars, 2,360 in vans, and 4,873 in 
campers or recreational vehicles. 

A second reason for increasing numbers 
of homeless, the authors found, is local 
and state policies making it “tolerable” to 
sleep on the streets. 

Compounding its homelessness cri- 
sis, California has undercut the ability of 


police officers to enforce quality-of-life 
laws, remove encampments, and connect 
homeless people with the services they 
need to get off the streets. Dr. Ben Car- 
son, the U.S. secretary of housing and 
urban development, commented on the 
policies: “Many communities outside of 
California have developed robust strate- 
gies to partner law enforcement with so- 
cial workers to actively refer homeless 
individuals to services.” 

Meanwhile, much of California has 
policies that actually seem to encourage 
homelessness. The Washington Examiner 
pointed out: 


In today’s San Francisco, there’s a 
car break-in every 20 minutes. Public 
urination has gotten so out of control 
that the city spent $20 million to build 
open-air urinals in different parks — 
an effort that still hasn’t reduced the 
amount of human feces, urine, and 
vomit that can be found on the streets 
at any given time. And now there are 
just under 10,000 homeless individu- 
als living on San Francisco’s streets 
— a crisis that rivals homelessness in 
third world countries. 

San Francisco’s new district at- 
torney plans to do absolutely nothing 
about it. 

Chesa Boudin, a former deputy 
public defender who won the city’s 


No good deed goes unpunished: The organization Free Hot Soup Kansas City, shown here, had its food for the homeless destroyed by health 
officials because the food hadn’t been inspected. Other organizations that donate food commonly run into the same problems with government. 
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heated district attorney race [last No- 
vember] ..., says he plans to turn his 
attention to police brutality and mass 
incarceration... 

In fact, Boudin has promised that 
he won’t prosecute these crimes at all. 

“We will not prosecute cases involv- 
ing quality-of-life crimes,” Boudin 
said during the campaign. “Crimes 
such as public camping, offering or 
soliciting sex, public urination, block- 
ing a sidewalk, etc., should not and 
will not be prosecuted. Many of these 
crimes are still being prosecuted. We 
have a long way to go to decriminalize 
poverty and homelessness.” 


The CEA report emphasizes that it’s the 
political climate, not nature’s climate, that 
largely dictates the amount of homeless- 
ness. “We show that warmer places are 
more likely to have higher rates of unshel- 
tered homelessness, but rates are nonethe- 
less low in some warm places,” the authors 
wrote. “For example, Florida and Arizona 
have unsheltered homeless populations 
lower than what would be expected given 
the temperatures, home prices and poverty 
rates in their communities.” 

“Meanwhile, the unsheltered homeless 


population is over twice as large as ex- 
pected — given the temperatures, home 
prices and poverty rates in their commu- 
nities — in states including Hawaii, Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, Oregon and Washington 
State. Policies such as the extent of polic- 
ing of street activities may play a role in 
these differences.” 

In a September 18 letter to California 
Governor Gavin Newsom and other state 
officials, Carson wrote that the CEA report 
found that even when controlling for high 
home prices and mild temperatures, the 
state’s unsheltered homeless population is 
more than twice as high as expected. 

“There are nearly six times as many sin- 
gle adults living on the streets of California 
as there are emergency shelter beds targeted 
to them, the highest such rate in the coun- 
try,” Carson wrote. “Leaving California’s 
homeless unsheltered, unhealthy, and un- 
safe is a human tragedy and unacceptable.” 

Further, Carson wrote, illegal immi- 
grants are increasing the demand for hous- 
ing and draining government resources: 
“Instead of protecting the most vulnerable 
Americans from the economic impacts 
of illegal immigration, California has 
doubled down on sanctuary state and city 
policies and provided benefits to illegal 


So, what did the money do? Thousands of homeless people are now living in tents on Skid Row 
in downtown Los Angeles. Despite over $619 million in government spending in recent years, the 
official 2018 count found 53,195 homeless people in Los Angeles. 
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and inadmissible aliens,” Carson wrote. 
“These policies strain precious resources 
and reduce housing options for American 
citizens, especially the needy and those 
most likely to become homeless.” 

Fox News’ Laura Ingraham recently 
argued that California is ignoring its 
homeless problem and its homeless vets 
and instead is helping illegal immigrants. 
We learned that California has gone from 
sanctuary state for dreamers to just being 
a sucker state for Americans. It just an- 
nounced a state budget deal that will now 
give healthcare benefits to many adult 
illegals, too. Those between the ages of 
19 and 25 will now be eligible for Cali- 
fornia’s “Medicaid” program known as 
“Medi-Cal.” Think those homeless people 
including homeless vets might be able to 
use that money? 

Carson noted that a letter sent to Health 
and Human Services from Newsom “seeks 
more federal dollars for California from 
hardworking American taxpayers but fails 
to admit that your state and local policies 
have played a major role in creating the cur- 
rent crisis. If California’s homeless popula- 
tion had held in line with overall popula- 
tion trends, America’s homeless rate would 
have decreased. Instead, the opposite has 
happened, as California’s unsheltered 
homelessness population has skyrocketed 
as a result of the state’s overregulated 
housing market, its inefficient allocation of 
resources, and its policies that have weak- 
ened law enforcement.” 

But local policies aren’t alone in add- 
ing to homelessness. An article entitled 
“Charity for the Homeless Refuses Fed- 
eral Aid, Gets Hundreds Back on Their 
Feet” by the Foundation for Economic 
Education explains that federal policy 
prohibits giving financial aid to groups 
trying to help the homeless if the groups 
impose standards of behavior on the peo- 
ple they are trying to help: 


Instead of simply providing a place 
to sleep, Solutions for Change takes 
a holistic approach to solving home- 
lessness. It requires residents to go 
through counseling, take courses in 
financial literacy, parenting, leader- 
ship, and anger management, and 
eventually, get a job. 

Over the past 17 years, Solutions 
for Change has gotten 1,200 families 
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He’s saddled up: Saddleback Church Pastor Rick Warren and his wife, Kay, recently joined the 
United Way’s “United to End Homelessness” campaign, saying 400 people died on the streets of 
Orange County, California, over the past two years and “it’s time that we unite to seek long-term 
and effective solutions to house the least among us.” 


off government assistance and back 
on their feet. But because it requires 
residents to adhere to certain ac- 
countability standards such as stay- 
ing sober, Solutions for Change is 
ineligible to receive federal govern- 
ment program funding. As a result, 
they have foregone $600,000. 


But it continues its work successfully. 


The Way Out of Homelessness 

The experience of Solutions for Change pro- 
vides just one more indication that, in com- 
bination with government policy changes, 
private charities are the primary answer to 
taming the homelessness problem. 

Ben Carson alluded to this as well, not- 
ing that California — and other locales — 
cannot spend its way out of this problem 
using federal funds. “The recent CEA re- 
port notes that it takes 10 permanent sup- 
portive housing beds to reduce the home- 
less population by one person,” Carson 
wrote. “Therefore, providing 50,000 more 
Housing Choice Vouchers targeted to the 
homeless would be expected to decrease 
California’s homeless population by just 
4 percent (5,000 people). To address this 
crisis, California must reduce its regula- 
tory burden on housing.” 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


Carson’s comments, which are in line 
with other experts, also question Califor- 
nia’s current homeless initiatives that em- 
phasize what’s known as a “housing first” 
strategy. Following that strategy, the focus 
is on getting chronically homeless people 
off the streets and into permanent hous- 
ing where they can be provided services 
to address mental health and physical 
problems, but the number of chronically 
homeless people far exceeds the housing 
and shelters available. 

John Snook says a growing recognition 
is taking place “throughout the system that 
what’s been going on hasn’t been working.” 

“There is a bit of level setting going on 
right now of people just saying, “What are 
we doing here? We spend huge sums of 
money. We have this Prop. 63 tax (a one- 
percent tax on people who earn more than 
$1 million annually to pay for expanded 
mental health care in California) that osten- 
sibly was supposed to go for serious mental 
illnesses and it’s being used for yoga or isn’t 
being accounted for in a lot of counties.” 

“That’s part of why you’re seeing these 
[critical] audits and a real come-to-Jesus 
moment that is happening at a lot of su- 
pervisory levels. Citizens are saying, ‘We 
have to fix this. We just can’t have thou- 
sands of homeless people, obviously in 


need of care, not getting it just because 
our system is broken.’” 

Rather than follow the build-until- 
we can-house-them approach, Reverend 
Bales and others suggest that government 
free up religious organizations to help the 
poor and that religious organizations step 
up and find creative ways to help the poor. 

Pastor Matthew Barnett is optimis- 
tic that the crisis will help mobilize and 
bring the faith community together to help 
America’s 553,000 homeless people. 

After Trump visited Los Angeles in 
September, saying people are “fed up” 
with this national catastrophe and arguing 
that years of failed Democratic leadership 
and liberal policies helped fuel the crisis, 
he stated that his administration will be 
“doing something” about it. 

Though the plan hadn’t been released 
as this issue of THE NEW AMERICAN went 
to press, it is expected to include provi- 
sions for houses of worship and faith- 
based organizations to play a larger role 
in addressing the nation’s worst home- 
lessness crisis. 

Based on conversations with White 
House officials, Barnett says he’s hopeful 
that Trump’s plan will “release the faith- 
based community” to do more because 
the current model in California focused 
on building new housing for the homeless 
is cost prohibitive due to the high costs of 
construction in California. 

“The amount of money they’re spend- 
ing just to build 50 or 60 units is so high, 
so what I really believe is there are so 
many great faith-based organizations, that 
if they could just get a little bit of support 
financially, they could go over the top and 
begin to do things like open up their gym- 
nasiums and other facilities they have,” 
Barnett says. 

“There is land everywhere [that houses of 
worship own]. These people are ready, will- 
ing and able. They can mobilize the faith 
community to take on this project, whether 
it be a local church helping 10 homeless 
people or five. Some can do more.” 

AHUD spokesman verified to THE NEw 
AMERICAN that the White House is indeed 
preparing its plan to address homeless- 
ness and that nonprofits will be expected 
to play a role in the administration’s plans. 
“The faith-based community underpins 
the community as a whole and the federal 
government greatly values the feedback 
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we receive from these community lead- 
ers,” the spokesman said. “Ending home- 
lessness will require cooperation from all 
non-profit groups, faith-based included, 
and levels of government.” 

While waiting for the federal and local 
governments to get out of the way of pro- 
viding aid to the homeless, Bales believes 
that churches could do more already. 

Bales told THE NEw AMERICAN that this 
is a “FEMA-like disaster,” the “crisis of 
our time,” and it’s time for the “church to 
step up and be counted among the faithful 
to address the rampant homelessness [in 
California].” 

“I do believe the faith community 
could do a lot more,” Bales says. “We 
could open up our houses of worship for 
times like these when a deadly cold win- 
ter storm [Winter Storm Ezekiel over the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend] comes 
in, and we could open up our parking lots 
for safe parking [for those living in their 
vehicles]. Even if every church just took 
on one family, they could make a huge 
impact.” 

Some institutions and groups are mak- 
ing an impact already. 


Safe Parking Havens 

at Houses of Worship 

In order to help the large number of home- 
less people living in vehicles, some South- 
ern California churches and synagogues 
are making their parking lots available to 
these people overnight. 

One of these churches is the historically 
Japanese-American church located in Los 
Angeles’ Koreatown. Reverend Laurel 
Coote, the interim priest at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, says the church is 
doing two things to help homeless people. 

First, it’s working with the nonprofit 
Safe Parking L.A., which handles the se- 
curity, screening process, and other logis- 
tics, to allow homeless people to sleep in 
the church’s parking lot overnight. About 
10 vehicles park in the lot each night. 

Second, the church is working with 
USC’s Students for Students Trojan Shel- 
ter, which uses the church’s rectory build- 
ing for a student-led shelter for homeless 
students. Currently, the shelter has room 
for six students. 

“It’s working out really well,” Coote 
says. “Our board of directors met with Safe 
Parking L.A., assessed the whole thing, and 


Total People Experiencing Homelessness 


Map Key 
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Fewer than 1,400 2,901 - 6,000 6,001 - 9,900 9,901 - 13,500 Over 13,500 


On the street: Over 553,000 people were homeless on any given night in America in 2018, including 
129,972 in California. Nearly half of the nation’s unsheltered homeless people live in the Golden State. 
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then made the recommendation to the con- 
gregation that we would do this, that this is 
one of the things we could offer. Since I’ve 
been here, everybody is really proud of it 
and are glad it’s something we can offer.” 

Coote says it hasn’t been disruptive to 
her church, as the homeless people arrive 
after everyone has gone from the church 
at night and leave in the morning before 
people arrive at the church. 

“Tt’s been really beneficial on both sides 
of the table, knowing that you’ve done 
something and offered up your facility to 
help,” Coote says. “Also, everybody has 
great pride in the Trojan shelter. I’m just 
so inspired by the students who have made 
this a reality. We’re doing our part to sup- 
port them the best we can.” 

Scott Sale, executive director of Safe 
Parking L.A., says two churches and a 
synagogue are participating in the pro- 
gram in Los Angeles County, but he ex- 
pects more houses of worship to join the 
program as word spreads. Similar pro- 
grams are operated in San Diego, Santa 
Barbara, and Sonoma County. 

“There are 8,000 faith-based organiza- 
tions in the county of Los Angeles so there 
clearly could be more participation by the 
faith-based organizations.” 

He noted that houses of worship are 
concerned about liability issues and 
whether they would have pay to join the 
program. (The liability issues could be ad- 
dressed by local government.) 

But his organization raises funds to 
operate the parking lots, and the city and 
county of Los Angeles pay his organiza- 
tion to “properly vet these parking lots.” 
Faith-based organizations don’t have to 
pay to participate in the program and may 
get a stipend if, for example, the house of 
worship provides electrical outlets and In- 
ternet so homeless people can charge their 
electronic devices and log in to the Inter- 
net while staying there overnight, he says. 

“Faith-based organizations are supposed 
to be community minded, not just self-serv- 
ing within their religious organizations,” 
Sale says. “They’re supposed to reach out 
into the broader community and not just say 
‘no’ to anything that might be helpful, in- 
cluding people experiencing homelessness. 
Ask questions. Who operates it? Who pays 
for it? Who pays for the insurance?” 

Coote encourages houses of worship to 
be “courageous.” 
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“But do due diligence, do research, and 
then be in open dialogue with your neigh- 
bors and your parishioners about how this 
is an opportunity to extend God’s care and 
love to those in need. We’re called to kind 
of look around and say, ‘What do I have 
that I can share?’ 

“Tt’s understandable that people would 
at first be a little worried or anxious about 
things like having people be on their prop- 
erty. We have a security person on site every 
evening to ensure safety for everyone. It re- 
ally is a lovely way to help those who are 
trying to find a way out of homelessness.” 


Awakening a Sleeping Giant 

Barnett says houses of worship could play 
a major role in helping homeless people, 
and this could be the church’s finest hour. 

“T think the church is changing a bit,” he 
says. “It’s moving into more of the social 
dynamic. The younger generation, younger 
church planters, younger pastors, are start- 
ing to realize that church is not just about 
Sunday morning; it’s about what you do 
Monday through Saturday, so there is kind 
of an awakening within the church away 
from just a big building and having a lot of 
church services, but what can we do with 
our influence to make a difference.” 

“Many people are tapping into this emerg- 
ing belief system, trying to find solutions, 
and seeing what they can come up with. It’s 
kind of awakening the sleeping giant. There 
are a lot of people already doing great things. 
They just need to do a whole lot more.” 

With a bit of encouragement, Barnett 
says, he believes many faith leaders across 
the nation would use some of their “unbe- 
lievable buildings” to help the homeless. 

“It’s more than an issue of just fund- 
ing,” Barnett says. “It’s an issue of asking 
them for their help because a lot of times 
there is a separation between church and 
government (we do the spiritual work and 
government does the social work), but a 
great thing happens when there is a part- 
nership between the two.” 

Rather than waiting for funding or re- 
sources, Barnett says, the faith community 
should just “do what is in your heart be- 
cause the truth is that the people who are 
already doing it are going for it.” 


Helping the “Least of These” 


Today, as our society increasingly adopts 
socialistic and progressive policies that 
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cently accused 


California of failing to stop water pollution from human waste left on the pavement by the 


homeless in cities such as San Francisco. 


often exacerbate problems such as home- 
lessness, prominent faith leaders say it’s 
time for the wider faith community to step 
up and take on a larger role in helping the 
“least of these.” 

In recent decades, America has moved 
away from the biblical principles that the 
United States was founded upon, with 
myriad government-run socialistic pro- 
grams to address societal problems that 
the faith community once handled largely 
on its own. 

America’s Founding Fathers didn’t 
seek to create a socialistic state when they 
drafted the Constitution. Like most Ameri- 
cans today, they too were concerned about 
the plight of the poor and sick, but they 
didn’t believe that government redistribu- 
tion of wealth was the best way to address 
this problem. 

Care of the poor wasn’t looked upon 
during the founding era as something the 
government was commissioned to do. In 
fact, the Constitution doesn’t authorize 
Congress to con- 
fiscate wealth from 
some people in order 
to give to others. 

In assisting the 
poor, the faith com- 
munity and Ameri- 
can charities have 
a long and laudable 


history of success. Government, despite 
the expenditure of countless billions of 
taxpayer dollars, has failed in many re- 
spects to match the results obtained by 
the faith community and private charity 
in helping the poor. 

At a time when thousands of homeless 
are dying heartbreaking deaths on the 
streets of America, Bales, Barnett, and 
Saddleback Church Pastor Rick Warren 
are calling on the faith community to 
increase its role in helping the “least of 
these.” “What does this say about us as 
a society, as a community, as a people 
who care if we’re just leaving those who 
are dying, who are sick, who are men- 
tally ill and disabled, just out there on 
the streets?” asks Warren, who recently 
joined United Way’s “United to End 
Homelessness” campaign. “Friends, this 
is the time to act now. We are 100 percent 
committed to this campaign and I want to 
ask you, ‘Are you with us?’ ‘Are you in?’ 
Join us today.” 
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GOOD PUBLIC-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


UNDER SIEGE 


Public schools do hold good 
teachers who want to follow 
the best education practices 
and who object to the 
indoctrination of the LBGTQ 
agenda, but they are being 
penalized. 


by Alex Newman 


hen the National Education 
W Association (NEA) partnered 

with a radical homosexual and 
transgender group known as the “Human 
Rights Campaign” to create “welcoming 
schools,” a lot of public-school teachers 
felt uncomfortable, if not outraged. But 
when the groups sent out a mass e-mail 
encouraging teachers to ask young chil- 
dren what “pronouns” they prefer — he, 
she, they, z, tree, and so on — that was a 
bridge too far for many. 

In a video produced as part of the cam- 
paign, two transgender children discuss 
their preferred pronouns with each other. 
One of the children prefers the plural pro- 
noun “they,” while the other, who claims not 
to be a boy or a girl, prefers “zee.” Serious- 
ly. After that, the two children discuss the 
alleged need to “educate” their own teach- 
ers, especially substitutes, on the supposed 
importance of using the newly invented pro- 
nouns that students choose for themselves. 

If that all sounds crazy, that’s because it 
is. Teachers are already finding themselves 
in hot water for refusing to play along with 
the madness. Indeed, teachers such as Peter 


Alex Newman is an educator and co-author (with 
the late Sam Blumenfeld) of the book Crimes of the 
Educators: How Utopians Are Using Government 


Schools to Destroy Americas Children. 
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Vlaming at West Point High School in Vir- 
ginia have already been fired from their 
jobs for refusing to refer to girls using male 
pronouns, and vice-versa. In California, 
teachers say they are required to submit to 
the gender madness or be fired, too. 

Polling data reveal that the number of 
Americans who recognize that children 
are being harmed by the government- 
school system is growing. Indeed, about 
seven out of 10 parents would prefer 
not to send their children to government 
schools at all. But it is important to rec- 
ognize that it’s not just children who are 
victims of the education establishment. 
Increasingly, public-school teachers are 
being ordered to tolerate, aid, or perpe- 
trate evil — or leave. And many good 
teachers are being driven out. 

In interviews with THE NEW AMERI- 


r 


\ 


Senseless punishment: Teacher Peter Viaming 
was fired by the West Point School Board in 
Virginia for refusing to address a “transgender” 
student using objectively incorrect pronouns. 


CAN, almost a dozen current and former 
public-school teachers expressed serious 
concerns about the changes taking place 
in “education.” Some had already been 
ordered by superiors to violate their con- 
science and common sense in order to 
comply with outlandish statutes, regula- 
tions, or policies. Others know full well 
that the day is fast approaching when they 
will have to choose: Obey the system, or 
obey God and their conscience. 


Transgender Locker Rooms 


At Chasco Middle School in Pasco Coun- 
ty, Florida, it was a day just like any other 
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day for physical education teacher Rob 
Oppedisano — at least until his principal 
walked into the locker room, shut the door, 
and asked to have a chat. “There is a girl 
identifying as a boy who is going to be in 
here, changing and showering,” Oppedi- 
sano recalls the principal saying, adding 
that he was told he would have to be in 
there supervising it all. 

Naturally, Oppedisano, a Christian, 
told his boss that there was no way he 
could stand in there and watch a minor 
girl get undressed. He explained that it 
would be inappropriate to subject the 
boys in his class to that, too — especially 
without even notifying their parents. “I 
told him, ‘I just can’t do that,’” Oppedi- 
sano told THE NEW AMERICAN in a phone 
interview. “He came back and said to me, 
‘Rob, I don’t want you to lose your job 
over this. Why don’t you just think about 
it, and we can talk later.’” 

Still, Oppedisano resisted, noting that 
there was no written policy on this, while 
asking that the school district get involved. 
Eventually, the district sent over an attor- 
ney, who held a two-hour meeting advis- 
ing Oppedisano to comply — or else. The 
lawyer also claimed, falsely, that Oppedi- 
sano was the only one who had a problem 
with the idea of a girl changing and show- 
ering in the boys’ locker room. 

The attorney said parents would not be 
notified and that the district was not at all 
concerned about lawsuits, Oppedisano re- 
called. “He said we are the largest employ- 
er in Pasco County and that we get sued 
all the time anyway,” the PE teacher said. 

Then, the lawyer from the district of- 
fered a transfer, which Oppedisano de- 


clined. “What good would that do if the 
policy is the same?” he asked. The dis- 
trict operative then warned Oppedisano 
that he could lose his job and even his 
teaching certificate, meaning “I would 
never be able teach in Florida again,” 
Oppedisano recalled about that meeting. 
“T said ‘No, I don’t want to lose my job, 
but I’m not going to quit on these kids, 
and their parents need to know.’” The 
union representative, instead of standing 
up for teachers, also urged Oppedisano 
to surrender. 

Then, the big day came. “She came in, 
just walked right by us, and the boys ran 
out half dressed, and said, ‘Coach, we 
have a problem, there’s a girl in the boys’ 
locker room!’” Oppedisano recalled about 
that day. “But there was nothing we could 
do. After that, throughout the whole se- 
mester, my principal or assistant principal 
would take the girl in the locker room with 
the boys, and I’d just sit in the hallway.” 


Obeying God, or Men 
And now, that is one of the issues the super- 
intendent is upset about — he felt Oppedi- 
sano’s job duties required him to watch the 
underage girl undress, something that just 
a few years ago would have landed him in 
prison, and for good reason. Without the 
non-profit Christian legal group Liberty 
Counsel representing him, Oppedisano 
believes he already would have been fired. 
While that gender-confused student has 
moved on, the unwritten “policy” remains 
firmly in place. So Oppedisano is just wait- 
ing until the next “transgender” student 
comes along to make similar demands, 
and for the administration to retaliate. He 


does not hold it against his boss, though, 
knowing full well that the demands came 
not from the school administration, but 
from “above their heads.” There have been 
claims of “federal mandates,” but Obama’s 
bizarre and flagrantly unconstitutional rules 
on the subject were promptly repealed 
when President Trump took office. 

Either way, Oppedisano cannot watch 
a girl undress. “Between the morals and 
the safety issues, being a follower of 
Jesus Christ — and remember, innocent 
kids are being put in a really bad situation 
here — I wanted no part of that,” Oppedi- 
sano said, getting emotional. “I fought for 
the parents too. They should have been 
involved. This is a serious situation. And 
it wasn’t just the boys. What about the 
girl, being put in there with a bunch of 
boys? It is bad for the staff too. Any way 
you look at it it’s a bad situation. It’s just 
terrible policy.” 

And girls in the boys’ locker rooms 
is just one part of the problem. “It’s all 
coming in,” he said. “More and more of 
the LGBT agenda is being put out there. 
I also teach a health class, and they are 
starting to present the LGBT stuff in a 
positive manner. It’s definitely coming. I 
don’t know why it’s happening or where 
it’s coming from or how it got started. 
All I know is these policies — we’re sup- 
posed to call children by the name they 
prefer, then we are supposed to try to hide 
it when their parents come in. It’s hap- 


Objecting: Physical education coach Rob 
Oppedisano of Chasco Middle School in Pasco 
County, Florida, speaking to the school board, 
was threatened by administrators for refusing 
to watch a girl undress. 
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“There is a girl identifying as a boy who is going to be in 
here, changing and showering,” Oppedisano recalls the 
principal saying, adding that he was told he would have 


to be in there supervising it all. 


Christians under fire: Retired teacher Roxie Hunter faced outrageous persecution by school 
officials for volunteering to be the faculty advisor for the student group Lions for Christ. 


pening here, and in other places.” Most 
parents still have no idea, Oppedisano 
added. 

For Christians and other faculty mem- 
bers of faith, the situation is looking in- 
creasingly grim. “If a policy is going to 
force you to go against what you believe 
in, you’re not going to have too many 
choices,” he said. “They wanted to put me 
out of work and they refused to tolerate 
my beliefs. If you’re a Christian and you 
stand up for something, you can rest as- 
sured that that would be looked upon as 
behavior that’s not going to be tolerated. 
That puts a lot of pressure on us — either 
we suppress our faith and give in, or we 
stand up and live by what we believe.” 


Blatant Discrimination 

Against Christian Teachers 

The hostility and discrimination against 
teachers in public schools is now a na- 
tionwide problem. When teacher Roxie 
Hunter decided to become the sponsor for 
the Christian club at her public school in 
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Phoenix, Arizona, for instance, she never 
could have imagined the persecution that 
would be unleashed against her and her 
students. From trying to prevent them 
from wearing Christian T-shirts to seek- 
ing to ban Bibles on campus, government 
education officials went wild in the effort 
to suppress the Christian student club. 

“We were discriminated against in 
many instances,” Hunter told THE NEw 
AMERICAN in Phoenix in an on-camera in- 
terview about the group, known as “Lions 
for Christ.” While teachers could actively 
participate in other student groups, in- 
cluding highly controversial ones, Hunter 
was barred from doing anything at all 
with her Christian students. “They said 
it was against the Constitution,” Hunter 
explained when asked what the school ad- 
ministration used as a pretext to persecute 
the Christian club. 

Hunter was not buying it. “I explained 
to them that it was against the Constitution 
in the USSR, but not in the United States 
of America,” she said. “They also said the 
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courts had ruled that we couldn’t do cer- 
tain things. So I had to do the research, and 
I found that many of the things that were 
said were basically rumors that had been 
passed along.” 

In reality, courts have consistently up- 
held the right of students and teachers to 
do precisely what Lions for Christ was 
trying to do. “Students have the right to 
assemble, they have the right to pray, and 
they have the right to bring their Bibles 
to school,” she said, adding that many 
of her students had been told they were 
not allowed to do those things by school 
officials. 


Quackery Must Be Used, or Else 

Aside from ordering teachers to violate 
their conscience, the education establish- 
ment is also forcing teachers to teach in 
ways that go against what they know is 
best for their students. In interviews with 
THE NEw AMERICAN, numerous teachers 
expressed serious concerns. Some left the 
public-school system altogether to avoid 
becoming complicit in harming children, 
while others are still fighting. 

Kim Pendleton, who has been involved 
in education for over 15 years, saw first- 
hand the carnage being unleashed on chil- 
dren and educators by the Obama-backed 
national standards known as Common 
Core. “Many teachers feel the creators 
of Common Core were idiots who knew 
nothing about education and child devel- 
opment,” she told THE NEw AMERICAN, 
giving examples of the wildly inappropri- 
ate standards used to ensure that children 
fail to learn properly. “I know in my heart 
this is not true. The powers that be knew 
everything about child development and 
created a system for failure, frustration 
and illiteracy.” 

After seeing firsthand the damage 
being wrought on children, Pendleton 
knew she had to get out. She now teaches 
at FreedomProject Academy. “The only 
reason that public education has not com- 
pletely crumbled yet is one thing: edu- 
cators who know better,” Pendleton ex- 
plained. “I am acquainted with many of 
them, and they are priceless. However, 
they are leaving, either through retirement 
or abandonment. Their mental health is 
taking a toll. I am not sure how long it 
will be before it all collapses, but if we 
continue on this path, it will happen.” 
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Pendleton often felt conflicted between 
doing what was right, and doing what the 
system demanded — especially in read- 
ing and writing. The curriculum used for 
reading and writing, for instance, was a 
disaster. “The lessons were convoluted 
and were more akin to pep talks as op- 
posed to actually teaching good writing 
and reading,” she explained, adding that 
Common Core and the dysfunctional 
sex-ed were not helping children at all. 
“The ones who did well usually had an 
educated family and had been ‘taught’ 
fundamentals long before they arrived 
at school.” Even experts involved in the 
writing of Common Core have warned 
that it does not reflect reality in terms of 
how students learn to read. 

The modern classroom environment 
is also totally out of control, Pendleton 
explained, noting that student misbehav- 
ior consumes an enormous amount of 
classroom time and is getting worse. “I 
was often dealing with that as opposed to 
teaching,” she recalled. “I was sworn at 
by third and fourth graders and punched 
one year. There were little consequences 
for students, and when they figured that 
out, the behavior escalated.” 


And when teachers go against the harm- 
ful system, they face retaliation, Pendleton 
said. Among other tactics, such teachers 
are given poor evaluations. Many of them 
are scared to speak out, too, because their 
salary and their retirement is at stake, forc- 
ing many teachers to remain silent even 
though they know all of this is wrong. 


Getting Worse 
Aaron Potsick has been teaching for al- 
most two decades. During that time, he 
has seen things go downhill, fast. “There is 
much less value placed on quality teaching 
and more value placed on the newest peda- 
gogy put forth by the state and curriculum 
companies — and it changes every year,” 
he told THE NEw AMERICAN. “It’s more of 
how well can you parrot what you’ re told. 
Each year the newest ‘best practice’ is 
shown, and countless professional devel- 
opments are given on how to teach better. 
Everything from the last month or year’s 
“best practice’ is thrown out the window. 
Teachers are constantly having to learn 
new curriculum and teaching strategies 
and leave behind proven models.” 

Even the teaching of actual subjects is 
low on the priority list unless it is being 
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How the situation stands: Countless teachers believe the methods mandated under Common Core 
amount to dangerous quackery, yet their choice is to comply and damage children — or leave. 
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tested, Potsick said. “The way to ‘perform’ 
is to get the testing topics covered and ad- 
here strictly to those topics,” he explained, 
adding that which material is taught or not 
taught is controlled in this way. “Any ad- 
ditional information that the district or the 
state doesn’t deem as ‘important’ is not 
taught. To teach outside the guidelines 
means you are falling behind the others 
you are ‘competing’ against and then your 
class will not perform as well.” 

“This all clearly leads to all of our stu- 
dents’ learning being a ‘mile wide and 
an inch deep,’” continued Potsick, who 
taught middle-school history in his final 
years in a public school before going 
on to teach through private alternatives, 
mostly online. “As you know, teaching 
something as intricate and important as 
Civics without context is to not really 
teach it at all. If there is no foundation 
for why, then there is no understanding, 
which leads to our students being easily 
politically misled and influenced — just 
what our country needs!” 

The teacher training was often suspect, 
too. “There was always the underlying lib- 
eral mindset that was encouraged,” he ex- 
plained. “The underlying idea of America 
as being characterized by slavery and Na- 
tive American devastation was regularly 
covered as an underlying element of lesson 
ideas. This was clearly accepted by the vast 
majority.... At my school, we regularly had 
teachers telling the students how horrible 
Trump was and condemning his actions 
without anything close to the full story.” 

Potsick also noted that there have been 
a number of things he was ordered to teach 
and do that made him uncomfortable. In 
history, for instance, he had a mandated 
textbook that included an entire factually 
challenged chapter on supposed “Ameri- 
can Imperialism,” demonizing America 
and Americanism. 

And then more recently, the system 
began pushing “Social and Emotional 
Learning” (SEL) that really made him 
uncomfortable. During his last two 
years, it even had “mandated SEL time 
in all classrooms,” he explained. “It 
started innocent enough: learning con- 
flict resolution skills, dealing with anger, 
being a good friend, and so on. But then, 
it began overtly pushing ideology.” In- 
deed, teachers were even ordered to 
show videos glorifying homosexuality, 
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transgenderism, bisexuality, and 
more. As a Christian, Potsick re- 
fused, but the school had not yet 
worked out a system to check on 
every class to ensure the LGBT 
propaganda was being foisted on 
students. 

Even though he has witnessed 
the rapid deterioration of educa- 
tion since the beginning of the 
21st century, Potsick also said 
very few teachers are willing to go 
against the status quo in a meaning- 
ful way. “The whole system from 
college classes in education to get 
your degree, to teacher training, 
to many administrators’ expecta- 
tions; it’s such a monolith that not 
many challengers get through,” he 
said. “When they do, they usually 
just leave because they get worn 
down.” 

Eventually, Potsick left, too. “I 
left because teaching became less 
about what I could bring to the 
table as a teacher and more about 
the extra stuff that was meaningless 
to areal education,” he said. Other 


Impositions: Middle-school history 
teacher Aaron Potsick, who now 
teaches online, said teachers are 
increasingly being forced to do things 
that go against their core beliefs. 


cies. “If you do not agree with the 
policy of the district or division 
then you are ‘blackballed’ many 
times.” 


Teachers Under Siege 

Despite several generations of in- 
doctrination and dumbing down — 
especially in colleges of education 
across America — there is still a 
large number of amazing teach- 
ers and administrators working in 
the public-school system. There 
are, for instance, still teachers 
who risk the ire of the education 
establishment or worse by ignor- 
ing Common Core mandates and 
secretly teaching children how to 
read using systematic, intensive 
phonics instruction. There are also 
those who ignore the mandates and 
teach their students real American 


concerns included not being able to 

give children the failing grades they de- 
served, having to deal with outrageous be- 
havior including threats and flagrant dis- 
obedience only to have children lie about 
the teacher, and so on. 

“Schools are developing more and more 
mindless, entitled future citizens that ex- 
pect to get things their way, without any 
hard work, because that’s what they get at 
public schools!” he continued. 


Teachers Not Valued, 
Scared to Speak Out 
As an elected member of his local school 
board, teacher Ted Lamb has a unique 
vantage point from which to consider the 
“many problems” he sees plaguing the 
government education system. Being a 
teacher today “can be very challenging,” 
he told THE NEw AMERICAN after attend- 
ing a “Rescuing Our Children” talk by 
this writer this summer. “The bureau- 
cracy of mandates, policy, and standard- 
ized curriculum with assessments has de- 
stroyed many things in education.” 

Like Potsick, Lamb has felt conflicted 
between doing what is right — and doing 
what the system demands. “Giving grades 
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that students did not deserve has been the 
big one,” he said, pointing to decisions 
made by administrators that he knew 
would cause “significant issues.” Other 
problems include “the lack of teaching 
critical skills,” the “overkill of bureau- 
cracy,” and the endless “unnecessary 
mandates” that represent an enormous 
burden. Another concern is Common 
Core and controversial sex-education 
programs, which Lamb said “absolutely” 
do not benefit students. 

Teachers and their knowledge and expe- 
rience are not valued by the system, either. 
“We are not asked about key and important 
policies,” he said. “Many times teachers are 
treated as though they are replaceable.” 

But again, echoing a constant theme 
heard throughout THE NEw AMERICAN’S 
conversations with teachers across 
America, Lamb said teachers were 
scared to speak out about all the prob- 
lems they see. “Teachers are scared to 
speak out across the nation because of 
perception of what has happened to their 
colleagues,” he said, noting that there 
can be “retaliation” when a teacher goes 
against or even questions certain poli- 


history, including the Christian 
history of the United States and the fact 
that America’s Founders were fighting 
for God-given rights. 

Unfortunately, the system is increasingly 
turning against those great educators, work- 
ing to force them into submission or early 
retirement. Countless teachers, faced with 
those grim alternatives, have already left 
the system. Many more will be leaving in 
the years ahead as the system gets better at 
weeding out dissenters. While it is indeed 
true that there are still great men and women 
inside the system, it is also true that they are 
severely limited in what they can do. 

Americans should encourage and pray 
for the brave teachers who are still hold- 
ing the line, but no more children should 
be sacrificed to the false idol of govern- 
ment schools. To survive as a free society 
over the long term, the rest of America 
should follow the lead of public-school 
teachers who are far more likely than par- 
ents as a whole to educate their children 
in private schools or at home, according 
to a 2015 survey conducted by Knowl- 
edge Networks for the journal Education 
Next. That is because they know what is 
going on. 
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True colors: The rainbow has beco ical Left’s — 
support of the homosexual movement in recent decades. It is no accident” 


that issues such as same-sex “marriage” figure So prominently in the 
leftist movement. Its hostility toward liberty and the Constitution is only 
one aspect of its larger campaign against Christianity and the system of 


values it embodies. 


The Left has an “anything but Christianity” attitude because 
it wants to erase individuality and God-given human rights 
— both products of Christianity — to empower government. 


by Charles Scaliger 


ver since the genesis of the so- 
called Left — a broad coalition 
of social, political, and cultural 
movements and organizations whose aim 
has been to establish socialism across the 
Western world — the most obvious trait 
of leftists in general has been their distaste 
for Judeo-Christian mores and culture. 


Charles Scaliger, a longtime contributor to The New 
American and former academic at an American uni- 


versity, now lives and works in East Asia. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 
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Leftists may disagree on a range of issues, 
but they are generally united in their hos- 
tility to Christianity, as well as their ac- 
commodation of nearly every other type 
of religion, from the philosophy religions 
of the East to the various shamanic and 
animistic traditions of the world’s aborigi- 
nal peoples. 

What we might call the “ABC syn- 
drome” (“Anything But Christianity”) 
is familiar to everyone on the Right. It 
is widely recognized that the campaign 
against limited government and against 
the Constitution has turned into an all- 


out culture war. This “culture war” is 
nothing new: French revolutionaries in 
the late 1700s attempted to purge France 
of Christianity and to impose radical 
secularist values on French society, as 
evidenced by their persecution of the 
staunch Catholics of the Vendée, their 
rejection of the Christian calendar, and 
their desecration of Christian churches, 
including the Notre Dame cathedral. 
Meanwhile, the founding theorist of 
communism, Karl Marx, considered re- 
ligion akin to a harmful drug, famously 
calling it “the opiate of the masses.” 
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hough no one 

admit it, and some on the Right ar 

admitting it, most of the core assumptions 0} 
Western culture and of Americanism, such as 
individualism and individual liberty, are derived 
from biblical doctrines. 


In general, religious tenets provide the basis for notions of right and wrong, including 
justice, law, and the proper limits (if there be any) of earthly government. 


But why is the Left so hostile to tradi- 
tional Western religion and culture, par- 
ticularly Christianity? How can the Left’s 
hatred of Judeo-Christianity be squared 
with its enthusiasm for certain flavors 
of non-Western religion? Many leftists 
are fascinated with “New Age” religion, 
which attempts to blend features of eastern 
religions, such as Buddhism and Hindu- 
ism, with the shamanic beliefs of tribal 
cultures worldwide. 


Undoing Right and Wrong 
The term “religion” comes from a Latin 
root meaning to “bind together.” This is 
because no force more strongly unites a 
society than does shared religious belief. 
The fact that the English term for the col- 
lective output of a society or civilization, 
“culture,” also stems from a Latin word 
for religion (cultus) only serves to em- 
phasize what we all instinctively grasp, 
namely, that religion, in some deep and 
complex way, is the ultimate wellspring 
of all society and culture. 

Why is this so? Because religion is a 
symbol of the Ultimate, a portrait of how 
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finite, mortal man situates himself within 
an eternal cosmos. Society and culture are 
attempts by mortals to create things that 
will outlast their finite, individual lives. 
Our art, architecture, literature, traditions, 
modes of worship, corporations, science, 
and so forth, are created with an expec- 
tation of permanence. Even though we 
understand that bridges fail, buildings 
crumble, statues erode, and printing fades, 
we expect our creations to outlast our own 
puny lives, and to be renewed by others in 
their turn. Even when an epic catastrophe 
such as 9-11 takes place, our instinct is to 
rebuild larger and grander than before, to 
cheat time of its due. 

In some sense, and however imper- 
fectly, we understand that time — mortal, 
finite time — is nothing but a pale reflec- 
tion of eternity. Although we do not last 
forever ourselves, we grasp that, beyond 
space and time, there are things that do. 
And so we model our customs, mores, so- 
cial structures, and even laws and govern- 
ments after the eternal patterns dictated by 
our religious beliefs. 

This is very obviously true among an- 


cient faiths where religion and state were 
merged, and where heads of state were as- 
sumed to be the mouthpieces of the gods, 
if not gods themselves. It is also true in the 
Christian faith; otherwise, why are terms 
such as “kingdom of heaven,” “Prince of 
Peace,” and “King of Kings” applied to 
beings and realms utterly beyond mortal 
understanding? 

In general, religious tenets provide the 
basis for notions of right and wrong, in- 
cluding justice, law, and the proper limits 
(if there be any) of earthly government. 

Consider the concepts of the individ- 
ual, of individual progress, and of inher- 
ent, God-given individual rights, which 
are the very basis for Western ideas of 
ordered liberty and limited government. 
Where do such ideas come from? It is a 
striking fact that the idea of individuality 
is found only in very feeble, imperfect 
form in most cultures throughout human 
history. Collectivism in one form or an- 
other is far more common — indeed, in a 
number of ancient cultures, such as China 
and India, it has always been the norm. 
And where the idea of individuality is 
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muted, the notion of individual rights is 
incomprehensible. 

What about the idea of progress? The 
idea of progress in the modern sense dates 
from the Renaissance; it is not found ear- 
lier, except in very fragmented form in a 
few of the writings of Seneca and a few 
other sources among the ancient Romans 
(Rome’s many similarities to the modern 
West notwithstanding). In fact, the robust 
emphasis on individuality and progress 
that Westerners, and especially Ameri- 
cans, take for granted, is almost entirely 
confined to Western culture. 

But what is it about Western culture that 
begat these ideas in the first place? Sim- 
ply enough, it was Christianity. Monothe- 
ism has as its first premise the idea of in- 
dividuality, since if God, being One, must 
be individual, then it follows that men, 
created in God’s image, must 


no such restrictions, may, by your 
own free will, to whose custody We 
have assigned you, trace for yourself 
the lineaments of your own nature. I 
have placed you at the very center 
of the world, so that from that van- 
tage point you may with greater ease 
glance round about you on all that 
the world contains. We have made 
you a creature neither of heaven 
nor of earth, neither mortal nor im- 
mortal, in order that you may, as the 
free and proud shaper of your own 
being, fashion yourself in the form 
you may prefer. It will be in your 
power to descend to the lower, brut- 
ish forms of life; you will be able, 
through your own decision, to rise 
again to the superior orders whose 
life is divine. 


Concerning this divine endowment, Pico 
comments: 


Oh unsurpassed generosity of God 
the Father, Oh wondrous and unsur- 
passable felicity of man, to whom it 
is granted to have what he chooses, 
to be what he wills to be! The brutes, 
from the moment of their birth, bring 
with them, as Lucilius says, “from 
their mother’s womb” all that they 
will ever possess. The highest spiritu- 
al beings were, from the very moment 
of creation, or soon thereafter, fixed 
in the mode of being which would be 
theirs through measureless eternities. 
But upon man, at the moment of his 
creation, God bestowed seeds preg- 
nant with all possibilities, the germs 
of every form of life. Whichever of 

these a man shall cultivate, 


be individuals also. Not only 
that, it implies that individual 
men and women have enor- 
mous eternal worth, being 
individual children of God 
created in His image. Jesus 
Christ, during His mortal 
ministry, made it very clear 
that He regarded every sin- 
ner, even the very worst, as 
having individual worth and 
potential. And He performed 
His miracles on individuals. 

The idea of progress, not as 
self-evident, was planted with 
Jesus’ insistence that even the 
vilest of sinners can change 
their ways and improve their 
lives. The broader notion of 
progress took centuries to 
mature, but ultimately found 
expression in Renaissance 
philosopher Pico della Miran- 
dola’s timeless “Oration on 
the Dignity of Man,” in which 
were connected, possibly for 
the first time, the concepts of 
free will and progress. In the 
“Oration,” Pico represents 
God as saying to man: 


The nature of all other 
creatures 1s defined and re- 
stricted within laws which 
We have laid down; you, 
by contrast, impeded by 
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Renaissance man: Pico della Mirandola, a Renaissance theologian and 

philosopher, was one of the first to make explicit the idea that individual 
progress is good in the eyes of God. His “Oration on the Dignity of Man” 
has been called the “Manifesto of the Renaissance.” 


the same will mature and 
bear fruit in him. 


In this, the “Manifesto of the 
Renaissance,” the full unvar- 
nished character of individ- 
ual man as a creature of free 
will and personal growth is 
validated by Christian theol- 
ogy, and ever since has been 
more or less assumed by 
most modern thinkers, from 
Locke and Jefferson down to 
modern times, who have de- 
fended and sought to improve 
Western civilization, with its 
privileging of the individual, 
individual rights, and human 
progress. The idea that in- 
dividual human progress is 
a good thing, because God 
loves His children and wants 
their lot to improve, is no 
longer questioned in the West 
by reasonable people. 
Individual rights, also 
given by God, are critical 
to individual progress. Indi- 
vidual rights form the frame- 
work of man’s moral agency 
— the ability for individu- 
als to make the choices that 
allow progress to take place 
at all. Such rights include, 
but are certainly not limited 
to, the right to life, to indi- 
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vidual liberty, to property, to independent 
thought and expression, and, in general, 
to the individual “pursuit of happiness” 
mentioned in the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. Our entire social and moral fabric 
is bound up in the notion of such rights. 
We cannot imagine a social order not 
predicated on the interconnected notions 
of individuality, progress, and individual 
rights. But these are all primarily artifacts 
of Western Judeo-Christian civilization, 
and are by no means widely accepted or 
understood in other cultural frameworks. 


Why Cultures Differ 

The reason this is true is because many 
other great cultures, and the religious 
systems they arose from, either do not 
acknowledge the reality and worth of the 
individual, or else regard the collective 
to be more important than individuals. In 
the Buddhist world, for example, the situ- 
ation of man within the cosmos is very 
different than it is in Judaism and Christi- 
anity. For the Buddhist, the ultimate goal 
of self-improvement is moksha (release 
from corporeal individuality and its asso- 
ciated cares) in order to achieve nirvana, 
a sort of extinction of individuality and 
merging with the great cosmic unity with 
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which all enlightened souls (including the 
Buddha) have been merged. Buddhists 
take refuge in the “triple jewel”: the Bud- 
dha, dharma (the doctrine of Buddhism), 
and sangha, or “community of the Bud- 
dhist faithful.” To be sure, Buddhism 
teaches a wide array of important moral 
principles, such as the avoidance of ha- 
tred, bad language, and sexual misdeeds, 
while emphasizing the need for temper- 
ance and moderation in all things. De- 
vout Buddhists and communities of the 
Buddhist faithful typically embody self- 
control and harmonious social interaction 
to a degree that makes many Westerners 
seem brutish and uninhibited by compari- 
son. Typical of most Buddhist societies, 
for example, is an emphasis on respect 
that Westerners find difficult to emulate. 

But because Buddhists picture the soul 
as (ultimately) a non-individual and the 
cosmos as a collectivist, undifferentiated 
whole, Buddhist culture has never empha- 
sized individuality and individual achieve- 
ment to anything approaching Western 
sensibilities. This is an indictment neither 
of Buddhism nor of Buddhist culture, with 
all of the great refinements and civilizing 
influences that they have conferred on the 
peoples of Asia. It is only an explanation 


Greater love hath no man: The central acts 
of Jesus’ life and ministry, His atonement and 
death on the cross, are powerful symbols of 
God’s love for every individual. 


of why that culture has not (so far) pro- 
duced an event such as the Renaissance, 
or a peculiar cluster of talents similar to 
the American Founders. 

The other great monotheistic religion, 
Islam, has unavoidably produced a culture 
predicated on individuality, since Mus- 
lims — even more so than Christians — 
lay emphasis on an absolute unitary God, 
so much so that even Trinitarian doctrine 
(the idea that God is three divinities — 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost — in one) 
is offensive to them. Yet so far, Islam as 
a whole has not developed a robust tradi- 
tion of progress and individual rights to 
complement the individual soul. This is 
because Islam in its more conservative 
guise tends to view the individual as a 
slave of God, rather than a child of God 
with the potential to mature and progress. 
To be sure, this view of individual man’s 
relationship with divinity was widely held 
in the Christian world before the advent 
of the modern era. But the cultural conse- 
quence of the “slave of God” perspective 
is that the master-slave relationship is very 
prominent in many Muslim societies, es- 
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pecially where government is concerned. 
Thus, in much of the Islamic world, social- 
ist collectivism is not especially popular 
(except in places like the Central Asian 
Muslim nations, which were subjugated 
by the Soviet empire) — but absolute dic- 
tatorships are common. Whether the com- 
paratively benign rule of princes in Jordan, 
the UAE, or Saudi Arabia; the brutal to- 
talitarianism of Syria’s Assad regime; or 
military despots in the likes of the Sudan 
and Chad in Africa, government in much 
of the Islamic world very much embod- 
ies the cosmic metaphor of the individual 
utterly at the mercy of the whims of a 
single all-powerful sovereign. As a result, 
the Islamic world, its many considerable 
achievements in art and science notwith- 
standing, has yet to produce a John Locke 
or Thomas Jefferson. 

No culture has ever remained truly un- 
changed. Progress, whether acknowledged 
or not, is a given in the human condition. 
Humanity has groped its way toward im- 
provement for millennia, and the task is 
far from complete. Although different 


cultures and religions now show differ- 
ent levels of interest in the doctrines of 
ordered liberty and limited government, 
these ideas may eventually gain traction 
everywhere. After all, medieval Christian 
civilization did not produce a John Locke 
or a Thomas Jefferson either, nor could 
it until certain revolutionary ideas, like 
the need for individual progress, became 
popular and widespread enough. The same 
type of transformation could certainly take 
place in any other religion or culture; in- 
deed, if the growth of freedom in such 
non-Western areas as South Korea, Japan, 
and Singapore is any evidence, it has al- 
ready begun to happen. 

As for those who are opposed to these 
principles — leftists, social-justice war- 
riors, “progressives,” and socialist radicals 
— we may expect them to continue their 
campaign against Western Christian civi- 
lization, latching onto any and all alterna- 
tive creeds that have traditionally been less 
sympathetic to liberty and individualism. 
Although they are careful not to admit it, 
such people are consumed by the spirit of 


totalitarianism, the same malignancy that 
animated the Stalins, Hitlers, and Maos of 
the past. It is a lust to control, to mold, and to 
dictate to the hearts and minds of men, free 
from any competing power or allegiance. 
This is why such people instinctively hate 
Christianity and Western culture: These 
belief systems provide competition for the 
hearts and minds of men and women, en- 
couraging them to think and act for them- 
selves, to accept responsibility, and to seek 
to improve themselves and their surround- 
ings. They also posit a power higher than 
the Almighty State and those who seek to 
wield its power. Surely a loving God, who 
seeks the best for all of his children, is to 
be preferred over any bleak, loveless, and 
oppressive man-made state! 

We must understand that the preserva- 
tion of our liberties and our continued 
progress depends in great measure upon 
the preservation of our Western cultural 
and religious heritage, and in promoting 
the ideas of individual liberty, progress, 
and God-given rights everywhere in the 
world. 
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Not the same: Islam, like Christianity, is monotheistic and has many 
shared beliefs. A key difference, though, is that Islam regards every 
individual as a slave of God, upholding the master-slave relationship. As 
a consequence, Islam has not developed a cultural affinity for individual 


liberty. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


flukyfluky/iStock/GettylmagesPlus 


good and bad. 


Seeking enlightenment: A Buddhist monk meditating before an 
image of the Buddha. While Buddhism teaches a robust and admirable 
code of moral conduct, it regards as the supreme goal of existence 
the annihilation of one’s own individuality, including all desires, both 
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ue Thank Goul [tis the very foundation upon which our nation was built: Freedom, Liberty & 
Equality. The God-given right of every man and woman to be the best they can be. At IPS, we work each 
day to be the best we can be, and to provide our customers with the products, automation, and sup- 


port they need to be their best. And we do it all under the umbrella of security provided by our men and 
women in uniform. To them, we say thanks. 


<. S&S PACKAGING 


800-277-7007 www.ipack.com 


Packaging Products: Automated Systems: Engineering Solutions: On-Site Service & Repair: ISO 9001-2015 Certified 


BOOK REVIEW 


So You Call Yourself a Liberal? 


“Liberalism” used to emphasize the right of an individual to 
determine what pursuits he would follow and goals he would 
achieve. This author would like a return to that meaning. 


Richard 
Ebeling 


< 


by Laurence M. Vance 


For a New Liberalism, by Richard Ebel- 
ing, Great Barrington, Mass.: American 
Institute for Economic Research, 2019, 
434 pages, paperback. 


he words /iberal and liberalism 
have lately fallen out of favor 
among those with left-of-center 


political views. Although some of them 
have embraced the label socialist and the 


Laurence M. Vance is an associated scholar of the 
Mises Institute and a policy adivsor at the Future of 
Freedom Foundation. 
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term socialism, most still shy away from 
such language and instead use the ex- 
pressions progressive and progressivism. 

Richard Ebeling wants to rehabilitate 
the words liberal and liberalism, but in 
the classical sense. He contends in his in- 
troduction to For a New Liberalism that 
“what has been called ‘liberalism’ for a 
long time in the United States is a far 
cry from what liberalism used to mean 
at an earlier time, and has brought about 
numerous anti-liberal policies.” He ex- 
plains the transformation thusly: “In the 
early decades of the 20th century, liber- 
alism began to change its meaning and 
intent for a growing number of intellec- 
tuals and social and economic reformers. 
In the process, by the 1930s and 1940s, 
the premise and content of liberalism 
had a conception of man, society and 
government very different from its origi- 
nal ones in the 19th century.” Naturally, 
“this has created a noticeable confusion 
in thinking about what liberalism means, 
what type of social system it represents, 
and what is the role of government in a 
liberal society.” 

Liberalism, which Ebeling sees as “the 
basis of a free and prosperous society,” is 
“founded on the idea of the distinct and 
unique individual human being.” The 
individual “owns and governs himself,” 
“decides on his own ends,” and “selects 
his own means to pursue his goals, and 
give meaning, value and purpose to his 
own life in all its aspects.” The liberal 
“respects the equal rights of all others, 
and therefore accepts and tries to live by 
the moral principle of mutual respect and 
peaceful association in all dealings with 
his fellow man.” 

As far as the government is concerned, 
the liberal “has a healthy skepticism and 


concern for any and all unrestrained po- 
litical power” and “insists upon clear 
and explicit constitutional limits on the 
delegated and enumerate functions as- 
signed to any government.” The duties 
of government should be “confined to 
the protection of the individual rights of 
the citizenry, with fewest linguistic am- 
biguities through which power might be 
extended and expanded beyond the secur- 
ing of people’s freedom.” 

The author is not content to merely re- 
store “the reality of 19th century liberal- 
ism.” He favors “a more consistent and 
principle-based, or free market, liberal- 
ism that is true to the ideas and ideals of 
individual liberty, freedom of associa- 
tion, trade and private enterprise, with 
equal individual rights to life, liberty, 
and honestly acquired property before an 
impartial rule of law, in a system of con- 
stitutionally limited government.” 

Ebeling is eminently qualified to write 
such a work, and not just because he 
holds a Ph.D. in economics from Mid- 
dlesex University in London and has 
authored several books besides For a 
New Liberalism. Ebeling is currently the 
“BB&T Distinguished Professor of Eth- 
ics and Free Enterprise Leadership” at 
The Citadel. He is also a senior fellow at 
the American Institute for Economic Re- 
search — “the first independent voice for 
economic research in the United States” 
— a non-profit organization that “edu- 
cates Americans on the value of personal 
freedom, free enterprise, property rights, 
limited government and sound money.” 
Ebeling was formerly professor of eco- 
nomics at Northwood University, presi- 
dent of the Foundation for Economic Ed- 
ucation, the Ludwig von Mises professor 
of economics at Hillsdale College, and 
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the vice president of academic affairs for 
the Future of Freedom Foundation. 

The 30 chapters of For a New Liberal- 
ism are divided into five parts, although 
this is only indicated in the introduction. 
Instead of section names, chapter titles, 
or chapter numbers, the right-hand page 
headers (including in the introduction and 
appendix) all contain just the author’s 
name (except in the index). 

Chapters 1-5 “focus on the underlying 
principles, ideas and some of the histori- 
cal accomplishments of liberalism” and 
“how, perversely, this older classical lib- 
eralism was undermined and preempted 
by ‘progressive’ social liberalism.” 
Chapters 6-13 “explain the nature and 
workings of the competitive free market 
economy in a system of liberty.” Chap- 
ters 14-16 show that it “is the liberal so- 
ciety that offers the greatest avenues for 
diversity and inclusion, compared to the 
rigid and artificial ones of government 
involvement.” Chapters 17-27 “turn to a 
critical analysis of the recent rebirth of 
‘democratic’ socialism and the call for 
‘identity politics’ based on race and gen- 
der.” Chapters 28-30 “explain why it is 
that liberalism in its true meaning and 
application is needed very much in our 
own time so freedom may be regained 
in wider areas of each of our lives, and 
market-based prosperity can con- 
tinue to offer humanity a growing 
standard of living that improves 
the circumstances of all.” Addi- 
tionally, in the last chapter, Eb- 
eling explains the importance of 
everyone who believes in liberty 
defending it “in the most uncom- 
promising and principled ways” 
by first becoming “informed and 
educated about the meaning and 
nature of the free society.” 

Each chapter of For a New Lib- 
eralism is actually an independent 
essay. Ebeling states in his ac- 
knowledgments that “a majority” 
and “a number” of the essays in the 
book are based on or “developed 
out of” essays originally writ- 
ten for the American Institute for 
Economic Research or the Future 
of Freedom Foundation. Neverthe- 
less, the book still “flows” as if ev- 
erything in it was originally writ- 
ten for it, and is not marred by the 
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curse of repetition that collections of es- 
says of this size are prone to. And speak- 
ing of size, the book is actually shorter 
than its 434 pages indicate, owing to its 
large font and overly generous space be- 
tween lines (“leading”). The essays in 
the book are generally timeless. There 
are only two references in the index to 
Donald Trump, and one each to Barack 
Obama and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 
Only a few of the chapters appear to be 
responses to recent articles critical of free 
markets or a free society. Due to the na- 
ture of the book, there are no footnotes 
— other than one trivial note referring the 
reader to another chapter. 

The topics covered by Ebeling in the 
essays in For a New Liberalism include 
competition, free markets, entrepreneur- 
ships, monopoly, the price system, pub- 
lic goods, private property, the free rider 
problem, central planning, government 
services, capitalism and anti-capitalism, 
public education, “the tragedy of the 
commons,” natural rights, the profit- 
and-loss system, individualism, slavery, 
central banking, and the Federal Reserve. 
The essays in the third section of the book 
are especially relevant because they com- 
bat various points of socialism. Ebeling 
views “the newly fashionable idea of 
democratic socialism” as “nothing less 
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than the same tyranny of all the earlier 
forms of socialism experienced over the 
last 100 years in more explicitly brutal 
forms.” 

Ebeling advocates “the full and com- 
plete privatization of schooling from kin- 
dergarten through graduate education.” 
There should be no federal or state fund- 
ing of education. Interest rates “should 
be left free and competitive to do their 
job as the network of intertemporal prices 
connecting and coordinating the saving 
decisions of lenders with the investment 
choices of borrowers.” When the gov- 
ernment bestows “privileges or favors, 
anti-competitive protections, licensing 
and regulatory restrictions, subsidies 
and bounties paid for with other people’s 
money for the benefit of some in society 
at the expense of the rest of the citizenry,” 
it perverts “the fairness and justice of the 
free market process.” 

Ebeling refers in the book to well- 
known classic works by John Locke, 
Adam Smith, Alexis de Tocqueville, 
and John Stuart Mill, but also introduces 
the reader to the political and economic 
thought of long-forgotten and neglected 
classical liberals and economists such 
as Michel Chevalier, John R. McCull- 
och, Benjamin Constant, Simon New- 
comb, and William Rappard. It comes 
as no surprise that of more recent 
authors, Ebeling is indebted the most 
to Ludwig von Mises. Not only is he 
an “Austrian economist” in the tradi- 
tion of Mises, Ebeling is the one who 
recovered the “lost papers” of Mises 
from a formerly secret KGB archive 
in Moscow in 1996. Other modern au- 
thors whom he refers to several times 
are Friedrich Hayek and Leonard 
Read. Although Ebeling himself is a 
libertarian, the term is scarcely men- 
tioned in the book — a wise decision, 
no doubt, in keeping with the premise 
of the book. 

On a negative note, in addition 
to issues with formatting, the book 
contains too many typos, includ- 
ing entries in the appendix on “sug- 
gested reading” that are out of order. 
These issues aside, For a New Lib- 
eralism is a needed antidote to so- 
cialism, collectivism, paternalism, 
progressivism, interventionism, and 
authoritarianism. 


mises.org 


THE NEW AMERICAN @¢ DECEMBER 23, 2019 


OUR EMPLOYEES ARE THE BEST IN THE BUSINESS 


MECHANICAL we PLUMBING 
CONTRACTOR — a” CONTRACTOR 
CMC008140 GS 2a CFC09184 
MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR, inc. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE: (904) 388-2696 TELEPHONE: (352) 372-3963 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE: (407) 841-4670 TELEPHONE: (904) 810-5918 


DAYTONA, FLORIDA 
TELEPHONE: (386) 546-6039 


524 STOCKTON STREET 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32204 


SPECIALIZING IN INDUSTRIAL PROCESS AND POWER PIPING, 
ENVIRONMENTAL BALANCE AND CONTROL, 
AUTOMATED TEMPERATURE CONTROL SYSTEMS, 
HEATING, VENTILATION, AIR CONDITIONING, AND PLUMBING 


ONYX 


COLLECTION Elegance pr your Lett, Proudly Made In Kansas, USA 


SHOWERS 
we "I 


iz - ma 


7 Gs 


‘ 
s 


www.onyxcollection.com « 800-669-9867 (phone) 800-393-6699 (fax) 
202 Anderson Avenue, Belvue, KS 66407 


a 


Sisters Partner to 
Deliver Thanksgiving 
for Families in Need 


Two young North Carolina sisters made 
Thanksgiving possible for more than 100 
families in need this holiday. 

Alex Fischer, 9, and her sister Caro- 
line, 6, began raising money to purchase 
Thanksgiving meals for families in need 
two years ago. 

“We started this as a service project in 
2017 for the family to do in the holidays,” 
the girls’ mom, Lisa Fischer, told CNN. 
“When I initially suggested we donate 
one box of food, Alex said that wasn’t 
enough and that we should do 10 boxes.” 

The boxes consist of Thanksgiving 
meal staples and typically include all the 
items needed for a Thanksgiving meal, 
except for the turkey. 

Lisa explained to her girls that their 
family could not afford to pay for multiple 
Thanksgiving meals for families in need 
without help. That is when the girls de- 
cided to raise funds themselves, courtesy 
of a lemonade and baked goods stand. The 
girls were able to raise enough money for 
100 boxes of food in their first year. 

“The girls are always excited when 
they see their friends, teachers and neigh- 
bors show up to their lemonade stand, 
but they are too young to understand 
how much attention they’re actually get- 
ting,” Fischer said. “They just know this 
means a lot of people will be able to have 
Thanksgiving dinner,” she added. 

There was such an outpouring of sup- 
port for the girls’ cause, the Fischers de- 
cided to set up a GoFundMe page to help 
collect funds as well, MSN reported. 

In 2018, they raised enough for 130 
boxes of food and 50 turkeys. 

But this year was their best year yet. 
The girls raised $2,896, allowing them to 
purchase 108 boxes and 108 turkeys. 

According to CNN, the Fischers typi- 
cally begin raising money for the meals 
in September. Once they have raised 
enough, they shop at their local grocery 
store for the food. They deliver the sup- 
plies to the Charlotte Rescue Mission, 
which holds an annual Thanksgiving 
food drive. 
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And with the help of friends and fam- 
ily, the girls were able to pack the boxes, 
rent a truck, and deliver the meals the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. 


United Front 


A veteran in Jenison, Michigan, with 
special-needs children has been gifted by 
the Home Depot Foundation thousands 
of dollars in home repairs, all of which 
were completed by dozens of community 
volunteers. 

Breitbart News reported that Brandi 
Secrist served as a military police offi- 
cer between 2006 and 2010. Secrist is a 
mother of four, with two special-needs 
children — a four-year-old son with high- 
functioning autism and a three-year-old 
son who is blind and has cerebral palsy. 
Secrist also has two older daughters, 
Krishtian, 11, and Ella, 9. 

Last year, a local restaurant, The Win 
Tavern 33, “adopted” Secrist’s family and 
provided the children Christmas presents. 
This put Secrist’s family on the radar 
of the Home Depot Foundation, which 
provides veterans home repairs free of 
charge. 

The foundation surprised Secrist with 
home repairs that she described as “life 
changing.” Seventy-five volunteers from 
Home Depot and from the local commu- 
nity, which included veterans, painted a 
wheelchair ramp, performed extensive 
work on her yard — including construct- 
ing hammock swings, a shed, garden 
beds, a patio, a clothesline, and a fire pit 
— installed a storm door and a sliding 
barn door, and placed a flagpole in her 
front yard. Secrist was also gifted a snow- 
blower and a grill. The repairs/gifts were 
estimated at more than $10,000. 

Mlive.com reports the project at Se- 
crist’s house was done in partnership with 
Heart of West Michigan United Way, but 
was funded entirely by grants from the 
Home Depot Foundation. 

For Secrist, the work done by the vol- 
unteers will not only improve her home’s 
functionality, but will provide much- 
needed sensory and emotional support 
for her sons. 

“T have to grow vegetables for my 


youngest son because he can’t eat food 
normally,” she explained. “The [ham- 
mock] swings and stuff that they’re do- 
nating, I’ll be able to sit with him in that 
swing and get that vestibular therapy that 
he needs, so he can get out and enjoy his 
day, too, and his environment.” 

The work was completed on Novem- 
ber 8. 


Her Father’s Place 


When the daughter of a fallen police of- 
ficer realized her wedding could not be 
perfect without her father, her father’s 
colleagues stepped in. 

Denver Police Detective Donnie Young 
was killed in the line of duty in 2005. 
Nearly 15 years later, Young’s daughter 
Kourtney prepared for her October wed- 
ding and was devastated by the fact that 
she would not have her beloved father at 
her wedding to walk her down the aisle 
and participate in the traditional father- 
daughter dance. She was just 13 years old 
when his life was taken. 

Kourtney’s mother offered to dance 
with her daughter in place of her father, 
and her aunt suggested Kourtney reach 
out to her father’s former colleagues to 
ask them to escort her down the aisle, The 
Denver Channel reported. 

On the day of her wedding, Kourtney 
and her mother danced for the father- 
daughter dance as planned, but when the 
music changed to a song she recognized 
from an important moment in her child- 
hood, Kourtney knew she was in for a 
surprise. The song was Paul Simon’s 
“Father and Daughter.” 

“When I was super young, my dad got 
me a small replica of his badge with his 
badge number on it and he played that 
song when he gave it to me,” she said. 

One of Young’s colleagues took Kourt- 
ney’s mother’s spot and danced with 
Kourtney. Then, one by one, Young’s col- 
leagues each took turns doing the same. 

Fox News reported that during Kourt- 
ney’s dance with her father’s colleagues, 
they all talked about her father and how 
special he was, and how proud they were 
of the woman she’d become. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Often overlooked, the Judeo-Christian tradition and 
texts, through their foundational historicity, both teach 
and attest to the fundamental importance of freedom 

and warn about the evil that is the State. 


by Dennis Behreanat 


that the sons of Seth grew wise in 

their understanding of the heavens, 
and having kept the traditions passed 
down to them through the many ages of 
man remained faithful to them. At the ap- 
pointed time on the 25th of each month, 
they gathered at their Mountain of Victo- 
ries, where they kept their treasures and 
their sacred mysteries, and where, their 
prophecy told them, the Messiah would 
be announced to them. And though many 
generations had passed without the ful- 
fillment of the prophecy, they gathered 
faithfully, in the joy of hope that it would 
be they that would be chosen of all the 
generations. 

And as foretold, so it came to pass that 
when they approached the sacred moun- 
tain a light came to them. And they saw 
“the form of an ineffable pillar of light 
descending.... And we were afraid and 
shook when we saw it. And we cannot 
speak about the brilliance of the star of 
light since its radiance was many times 
greater than the sun, and the sun could not 
stand out before the light of its rays. And 
just like the moon looks in the daytime in 


| t came to pass in the fullness of time 
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the days of Nisan, when the sun rises and it 
is absorbed in its light, so also did the sun 
seem to us when the star rose over us. And 
the light of the star, which surpassed the 
sun, appeared to us ourselves and the sons 
of our mysteries, but it did not appear to 
anyone else, because they were removed 
from its mysteries and its coming. And 
we rejoiced, and glorified, and gave un- 
measured thanks to the Father of heavenly 
majesty that it appeared in our days and 
we were thought worthy to see it.” 

And, as prophesied, the wise sons of Seth 
and their retinue set out to follow the mi- 
raculous star of light. “And we went forth in 
great joy, our hearts exulting to come to the 
place that was commanded to us, to worship 
the vision of the star of infinite light. And 
the star, our guide, our good messenger, our 
perfect light, our glorious leader, again ap- 
peared for us, going before us and uphold- 
ing our whole caravan from all sides, and 
enlightening us by its hidden light. And we 
had no need of the light of the sun or of the 
moon, because their light became dimin- 


ished in its sight, and by night and by day 
we walked in its light, exulting and rejoicing 
without distress or weariness.” 


A New King 
The foregoing is a summary and partial 
retelling of the gnostic fable, only trans- 
lated to English in recent years, known as 
The Revelation of the Magi. It purports to 
tell more of the story of the Magi than is 
recorded by the Apostle Matthew in the 
Gospel account. Though the story of the 
Magi, or wise men, has never ceased to 
be a popular part of the Christmas story, 
it has long been doubted and dismissed by 
scholars as implausible at best. According 
to religious studies Professor Brent Lan- 
dau, translator of The Revelation of the 
Magi, “Scholars have by and large con- 
cluded that there is virtually nothing of 
historical value in the infancy narratives 
of the New Testament. This judgement has 
been applied with particular vigor to the 
Magi story.” 

The modern bias against the historic- 


ity of the biblical accounts is a flaw not in 
the Bible itself, but only in the perception 
of scholars who doubt the accounts. It is 
easy for skeptical moderns to doubt bibli- 
cal stories, however, because the Bible is 
not written as history. As Father Dwight 
Longenecker points out in his Mystery of 
the Magi, a study of the origins and his- 
toricity of Matthew’s account of the wise 
men and the birth of Jesus Christ, Bible 
skeptics miss the point. “Everyone can 
admit that [the Gospels] were not writ- 
ten as strictly historical documents,” Fa- 
ther Longenecker notes, “but neither are 
they fairy tales.... The gospels, following 
on the Old Testament and consistent with 
their Jewish origins, include much that is 
verifiable history.” 

That verifiable history is crucial to keep 
in mind, though doing so is very hard to 
the modern mind. Present-day Westerners, 
sadly including most Christians, have let 
themselves be divorced from the history 
of civilization, to such a degree that any- 
thing that happened beyond the memory 


Three wise men: The mythical account retailed in The Revelation of the Magi has the Magi and their retinue following the star of Bethlehem from 
their mountainous home at the edge of a far eastern sea to Bethlehem. 
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of the oldest living genera- 
tion has become the tiresome 
fable of an unknown country, 
irrelevant at best, and dull and 
tiresome to most. 

Yet the stories of the Bible 
took place in the real world, 
a world of men and women, 
engineers and scholars, magi- 
cians and priests, rulers and 
conquerors. The New Testa- 
ment tells of the birth, life, 
death, and salvific mission of 
Jesus Christ, something that 
takes place not in an anony- 
mous backwater at the far 
ends of the Earth, but in a 
mighty and crucial province of 
the fledgling Roman Empire. 
The characters known from 
the Gospels lived and worked 
in that place and time, con- 
temporaries of Julius Caesar, 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, Mark 
Antony, Cleopatra, Pompey 
the Great, and Octavian. 

Within this milieu the story 
of the wise men who came 
from the East with gifts for 
the newborn King not only 
makes sense, but is nearly ex- 
actly what one who is famil- 
iar with the diplomatic and 
political traditions of the time 
and place would expect. After 
all, if a new king comes to a 
throne, existing rulers in that 
region would be expected to 
send emissaries. If the story 
of the wise men is taken seri- 


Hands washed in blood: Herod the Great, the Roman-supported tyrant 
in Jerusalem, was always wary of threats to his power and presided over 
the death of his wife and, later, his sons. He sought to kill Jesus as well, 
thinking the Christ Child a threat to his power. 


he was away meeting with Oc- 
tavian. Paranoid, as usual, in 
his absence he sent his wife, 
Mariamne, and her mother off 
under armed guard, essentially 
imprisoning them in a fortress. 
In The Antiquities of the Jews, 
first-century historian Jose- 
phus noted that their guards 
were ordered “that if they 
should hear any mischief had 
befallen him, they should kill 
them both.” But living with 
Herod was no safe thing, and 
it wasn’t long after his return 
before his sister, the viperous 
Salome (not to be confused 
with her great-granddaughter 
of the same name), engineered 
a scandalous calumny against 
Mariamne that led to Herod 
overseeing her execution. 

And so this was the jealous 
and unstable ruler who in his 
old age was confronted by the 
arrival of the wise men seek- 
ing the child prophesied to be 
anew king of the Jews. As the 
Gospel of Matthew recounts, 
“When Jesus therefore was 
born in Bethlehem of Juda, 
in the days of king Herod, 
behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem. 
Saying, Where is he that is 
born king of the Jews? For we 
have seen his star in the east 
and are come to adore him. 
And king Herod hearing this, 
was troubled.” 


ously, it becomes an important 

part of understanding an important teach- 
ing that runs through both the New and 
Old Testaments. Specifically, that teaching 
is that it is the individual that matters and 
that collective action, specifically govern- 
ment, while allowed to exist, frequently 
breaks its proper bounds, and becomes 
through the temptation of power both the 
agent of and conduit for evil in the world. 


Genocidal Maniac as Ruler 

Perhaps we would not have seen the geno- 

cides of recent memory had we taken the 

story of the wise men seriously, for it tells 

us much about the behavior of government. 
For this, much thanks is owed to Father 
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Longenecker, who has done admirable 
work in the thorough analysis he provides 
in his book Mystery of the Magi. His work 
quite strongly suggests that the wise men 
were Magi-diplomats from the Nabateans 
centered on the city of Petra and control- 
ling land and trade routes running far to 
the east through northern Arabia, as well 
as south through the Arabian peninsula. 
At this time, the Roman-supported ruler 
in Jerusalem was King Herod, known to 
history as “the Great,” but probably better 
remembered as “the Brutal” or “the Ter- 
rible.” A key to understanding this tyrant is 
the set of instructions he had left regarding 
what should be done with his wife while 


The king ordered the wise 
men to find Jesus and report back to him 
about his location so that he might “also 
come to adore him.” As Josephus noted, 
Herod was a man “of great barbarity to- 
wards all men equally, and a slave to his 
passions.” The character and reputation 
of Herod would have been well known 
to the wise men seeking Jesus, and they 
no doubt feared to reveal the location of 
Jesus to such a jealous tyrant. They would 
have known that the tyrant was always 
fearful of competition and would seek to 
eliminate anyone who he perceived was a 
threat to his rule. Not only was this nor- 
mal behavior for rulers, especially at the 
time, but it was well known that Herod 
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had eliminated what he had perceived as 
threats to his rule before. Thus, Matthew 
reports after delivering their gifts to Jesus, 
“they went back another way into their 
country” to avoid Herod. 

This didn’t put off Herod from his 
murderous plans. Foiled in his ambition 
to kill Jesus, he now decided to kill the 
male children of Bethlehem, hoping in the 
process to kill Jesus among them. Warned 
by an angel before the slaughter, Matthew 
records Joseph and Mary fled with Jesus to 
Egypt. But Herod, “perceiving that he was 
deluded by the wise men, was exceeding 
angry; and sending [soldiers] killed all the 


men children that were in Bethlehem, and 
in all the borders thereof, from two years 
old and under.” 


Government and Evil 

The story of the massacre of the chil- 
dren of Bethlehem is only recorded by 
Matthew; it is not reported in the other 
Gospels, nor does it appear in the history 
of Josephus, leading many to conclude 
that the slaughter didn’t happen. But we 
shouldn’t dismiss the story outright. Herod 
was a bloodthirsty tyrant who executed his 
own wife and sons. The sad truth is that 
no one living under his reign would have 


“Everyone can admit that [the Gospels] were not written 
as strictly historical documents,” Father Longenecker 
notes, “but neither are they fairy tales.... The gospels ... 
include much that is verifiable history.” 
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Killing his imagined rival: Failing to enlist the Magi to help him locate the Holy Family so he 
could murder the infant Jesus, Herod called for the murder of all infant boys in Bethlehem. 
Warned by an angel, Joseph led Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape the killings. 
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been surprised at an order to carry out the 
murder of children if Herod thought the 
crime would protect his reign. 

This tells us much about government, 
and not just of Herod’s. Jesus Christ’s 
birth and mission was not about establish- 
ing an earthly paradise by challenging the 
political system of His time or of any other 
time. His concern was not with collectiv- 
ism, but with the transcendent. He came to 
teach, of course, but also to save mankind 
from eternal damnation and open the way, 
through Him, to heaven. Still, though he 
posed no threat to government, the kings 
of Earth sought repeatedly to kill him. We 
thus have in the Gospels both an affirma- 
tion of individual dignity and salvation 
through Christ, and a demonstration of the 
demonic evil of government. 

The Old Testament warned of this. In 
the Ist Book of Kings (1 Samuel), the 
people demanded that a king be set up 
over them. God warns that by forsaking 
him in this way, the people will give up 
their freedom and be enslaved to another 
man. He warns: 


This will be the right of the king, that 
shall reign over you: He will take 
your sons, and put them in his chari- 
ots, and will make them his horse- 
men, and his running footmen to run 
before his chariots, And he will ap- 
point of them to be his tribunes, and 
centurions, and to plough his fields, 
and to reap his corn, and to make him 
arms and chariots. Your daughters 
also he will take to make him oint- 
ments, and to be his cooks, and bak- 
ers. And he will take your fields, and 
your vineyards, and your best olive- 
yards, and give them to his servants. 
Moreover he will take the tenth of 
your corn, and of the revenues of 
your vineyards, to give his eunuchs 
and servants. 

Your servants also and handmaids, 
and your goodliest young men, and 
your asses he will take away, and put 
them to his work. Your flocks also he 
will tithe, and you shall be his ser- 
vants. And you shall cry out in that 
day from the face of the king, whom 
you have chosen to yourselves[;] and 
the Lord will not hear you in that day, 
because you desired unto yourselves 
a king. But the people would not hear 
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The Devil tempted Jesus in the desert: Satan said that since all the nations were his, he could 

give them to Jesus, if only Jesus would worship him. The account in the Gospel clearly suggests 
that evil is intrinsic to government and that government and the devil are properly subservient to 
God. Jesus Christ’s mission was not to rule over the government of men on Earth but to open the 
way to salvation. 


the voice of Samuel, and they said: 
Nay: but there shall be a king over us. 
And we also will be like all nations: 
and our king shall judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles for us. 


Thus does Yahweh warn that government 
is the means to enslave the people. This is 
echoed in the temptation of Christ by the 
devil in the New Testament. 

The Gospel of Luke records the temp- 
tation: 


And the devil led him into a high 
mountain, and shewed him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment 
of time; 

And he said to him: To thee will I 
give all this power, and the glory of 
them; for to me they are delivered, 
and to whom I will, I give them. If 
thou therefore wilt adore before me, 
all shall be thine. And Jesus answer- 
ing said to him: It is written: Thou 
shalt adore the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. 


If Jesus gave in to this temptation, the devil 
promised to give Him the nations and the 
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peoples of those nations, something that 
would lead Jesus into the idolatry of politi- 
cal power and that would cement the per- 
petual enslavement of the human race. But 
Jesus came not to enslave, but to free each 
person as an individual from eternal bond- 
age and death. Moreover, as the economist 
Jesis Huerta de Soto points out, Jesus 
doesn’t dispute the devil’s contention that 
the governments of the world are his to 
give. “Thus, according to the devil him- 
self, all of the states on the Earth are under 
his command and depend on him. So, we 
can understand why they inflict so much 
harm,” he said in a speech given on May 
17, 2017 in Madrid to the Tenth Spanish 
Conference on Austrian Economics. From 
this, Professor Huerta de Soto argues “that 
the state is the true Antichrist.” 


The Things of Caesar 

If this is true, then it raises certain ques- 
tions about a passage of the Gospel mes- 
sage that has long been used by statists 
to claim that Christians must support the 
state in all its workings. In the passage 
recorded by Matthew, the Pharisees at- 
tempted to trick Jesus into proving that he 
was a tax rebel: 


Tell us therefore what dost thou 
think, is it lawful to give tribute to 
Caesar, or not? But Jesus knowing 
their wickedness, said: Why do you 
tempt me, ye hypocrites? Shew me 
the coin of the tribute. And they of- 
fered him a penny. And Jesus saith 
to them: Whose image and inscrip- 
tion is this? 

They say to him: Caesar’s. Then 
he saith to them: Render therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; 
and to God, the things that are God’s. 


Does this mean that Christians owe loy- 
alty to the state, including the payment 
of taxes, as has long been argued? The 
answer lies in knowing the context of the 
situation at the time when Jesus was con- 
fronted with this question. In the case of 
coinage bearing the likeness of the Roman 
emperor, such likeness meant that the coin 
bearing the image was literally the prop- 
erty of the emperor. It may be temporarily 
held by someone else, but it remained the 
emperor’s property. 

This was a point made by Jacques Ellul, 
professor of Law and the Sociology and 
History of Institutions at the University 
of Bordeaux. He noted, with his answer, 
“Jesus does not say that taxes are lawful. 
He does not counsel obedience to the Ro- 
mans. He simply faces up to the evidence. 
But what really belongs to Caesar? The ex- 
cellent example used by Jesus makes this 
plain: Whatever bears his mark!” In other 
words, anything not bearing Caesar’s mark 
belongs to God, and Caesar has no claim 
upon it. “First we have life,” Ellul remarks 
concerning the things that are not Caesars. 
“Caesar has no right of life and death. Cae- 
sar has no right to plunge people into war. 
Caesar has no right to devastate and ruin a 
country. Caesar’s domain is very limited,” 
Ellul concludes. 

Added to all of this, there is the ap- 
parent stumbling block of Romans 13, in 
which Paul seems to say that all earthly 
power comes from God and should there- 
fore be obeyed: 


Let every soul be subject to higher 
powers: for there is no power but 
from God: and those that are, are or- 
dained of God. Therefore he that re- 
sisteth the power, resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God. And they that resist, 
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The characters known from the Gospels lived and worked 
in that place and time, contemporaries of Julius Caesar, 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, Mark Antony, Cleopatra, Pompey 


the Great, and Octavian. 
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The proper role of government: The biblical accounts celebrate and teach the importance of 
the individual and warn about tyrannical governments that exceed the proper bounds of their 
authority. 


purchase to themselves damnation. 
For princes are not a terror to the 
good work, but to the evil. Wilt thou 
then not be afraid of the power? Do 
that which is good: and thou shalt 
have praise from the same. For he 
is God’s minister to thee, for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, 
fear: for he beareth not the sword 
in vain. For he is God’s minister: an 
avenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil. 


While this is often read as an endorse- 
ment of the state, such an interpretation 
is not quite right. Much as the correct 
order of operations is necessary when 
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solving problems in mathematics, adher- 
ence to orders of primacy in this text are 
required for understanding. Paul notes, 
quite correctly, that power comes only 
from God. What then is done with that 
power matters greatly. The state should 
use its subsidiary powers for good, as 
should everyone. The state should not 
pervert or undermine the law. By the 
same token, citizens should not engage 
in armed resistance. To do so violates the 
rights and liberties of others, something 
seen when protesters engage in riots and 
damage and destroy the lives and proper- 
ties of others as a result of their actions. 
Paul here is reminding us to live as Christ 
lived. His example, before Pilate, is the 
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template for Paul’s commentary. Jesus 
did not engage with the state when it con- 
fronted him, revealing to all the rapacious 
injustice of the state by His example and 
the state’s behavior toward Him. He did 
not lead an armed resistance movement, 
though he certainly could have. To do so 
would have led to bloodshed and death 
and acceptance of the temptations offered 
by the devil. 


Peace on Earth, and 

Goodwill Toward Men 

The Holy Scriptures are quite clear in 
their insistence upon the value of the 
human person. After all, Moses deliv- 
ered commandments from the Lord not 
for the formation of the state, but for the 
teaching and guidance of individuals and 
their behavior. For Christian believers, 
Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary as the 
Son of Man, taking the frail human form 
of an individual and refusing and oppos- 
ing the powers of the state. His salvific 
mission was not to augment the power 
of the collective and set up a socialist 
or communist state, as so many moderns 
would like to believe, but to save the in- 
dividual soul of each person from eternal 
damnation. 

As we began with the Wise Men of 
old, so now we should end with one more 
modern in the form of Leo Tolstoy. After 
studying and reflecting upon the faith, the 
great novelist concluded that the message 
of Scripture is the message of individual 
freedom and love. 

“Understand, all of you, that you were 
born neither to be slaves, nor to be mas- 
ters,” Tolstoy wrote; “that you are free 
men, but that you only become free and 
rational when you fulfil the supreme law 
of life. This law has been revealed to you, 
and you need only discard those lies which 
conceal it from you to be able to see clear- 
ly of what this law consists and in what 
your happiness consists. This law consists 
in love, and well-being is only found in the 
fulfillment of this law.” 

On Christmas, and the season of our 
great holidays, remember then the words 
recorded by Luke of the angel that ap- 
peared before the shepherds when Jesus 
was born. “I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, that shall be to all the people ... 
Glory to God in the highest; and on earth 
peace to men of good will.” 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Is Your Ammo 
Incriminating? 

Most people who carry a gun for defense 
might not ever consider it, but the type of 
ammunition you use in your gun can have 
a serious impact beyond just ballistics. A 
writer by the name of “Salvatore,” who 
describes himself as “a firearms instructor, 
competitive shooter, and life-long prac- 
titioner of the concealed carry lifestyle,” 
brought up some salient points on Novem- 
ber 18 at the website reflexhandgun.com. In 
his opinion piece entitled “Defensive Am- 
munition: Legal Considerations,” Salvatore 
explained that the bullets you use can po- 
tentially incriminate you to a jury if you’re 
not careful. Opening his column, Salvatore 
gave some sage advice beyond just am- 
munition, and explained that every aspect 
of your life will come under a microscope 
after a self-defense shooting, so you need 
to be very cautious. “In the aftermath of a 
self-defense shooting, one can anticipate 
a critical analysis of every aspect of their 
character, their decisions made, and even 
their gear.... The image of yourself that you 
portray can haunt you. I am absolutely op- 
posed to things such as punisher logos on 
your gun, or bumper stickers on your car 
that say something like ‘Kill them all, let 
God sort them out,’ and so on. Wearing a 
shirt that says ‘keep calm and shoot them in 
the face’ is, likewise, not appropriate. As an 
armed citizen, you should conduct yourself 
in a low profile manner. Do everything pos- 
sible to avoid trouble and your mannerisms 
should be a testament to that.” 

Salvatore then explained that, much like 
your clothing and other accessories, your 
ammunition will also be heavily scruti- 
nized. “But, think about it, the ammunition 
you select can be a testament for or against 
your character, and it is something that an 
ambitious prosecutor with an agenda just 
might make an issue of.” Salvatore’s first 
advice was to avoid gimmick ammuni- 
tion. “If something were to happen, are 
you sure you want to be brought in front 
of a jury and hear the prosecutor call your 
very sanity into question due to equipment 
choices? Your punisher backplate on your 
Glock clearly indicates you are a vigilante. 
Your gun, loaded with Zombie Hunter am- 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 


munition, leads one to question your very 
sanity, does it not? After all, perhaps you 
were not even of sound mind, and when 
you shot that guy who you claim was at- 
tacking you, maybe you thought he was a 
zombie! Why else would you carry Zom- 
bie Hunter ammo in your gun?” 
Salvatore reminds the reader that the 
above is not just paranoia and that “if you 
think such a scenario is far-fetched, then 
you are not aware of how far an anti-gun, 
anti-self-defense, prosecutor may be will- 
ing to go to crucify you in order to make 
a political point.” Salvatore also discussed 
how public perception might play into it as 
well, which we all know is heavily shaped 
by an anti-gun media. In the end, Salvatore 
advises readers to choose ammunition that 
is regularly in use by law enforcement be- 
cause it’s mostly proven, and it also speaks 
to your mental state as a reasonable gun 
owner seeking to use industry-standard am- 
munition for self-defense. “Choosing from 
the most widely used and proven law en- 
forcement rounds provides a level of vet- 
ting not available elsewhere. But let’s go 
beyond the proven ballistic performance. 
Using a round that is widely chosen by law 
enforcement also ties back into legal con- 
siderations. Should you be forced to defend 
yourself, choosing ammunition based on 
what the cops carry can work in your favor. 
Such a solid choice can offer the ability to 
point out that you, a sensible self-defender, 
chose a proven brand in the arena of self-de- 
fense. Using brand so-and-so, as utilized by 
agency so-and-so, is undoubtedly more rea- 
sonable than using Zombie Hunter rounds 
in your carry or home defense gun.” Over- 
all, Salvatore offered some solid advice 
for those of us looking to protect ourselves 
from violent criminals and opponents of the 
Second Amendment who work either at the 
district attorney’s office or in the media. 


Second Amendment 
Sanctuaries Go Viral 


Fox News reported out of Tavares, Flor- 
ida, on November 18 about a Florida 
county that started a trend in the Sunshine 
State by becoming the state’s first “Sec- 
ond Amendment Sanctuary.” The concept 


has been covered in this column before, 
but it’s a bit of a tongue-in-cheek play on 
the Left’s usage of “Sanctuary Cities” to 
shield illegal aliens from federal immi- 
gration enforcement. In a similar man- 
ner, Second Amendment advocates have 
begun a grassroots effort to get local mu- 
nicipalities to pass resolutions stating that 
they are a “Second Amendment Sanctu- 
ary,” meaning that state or federal laws 
that violate the Second Amendment will 
not be enforced there. Fox News reported 
that Lake County passed a resolution ear- 
lier this year, and now elected officials in 
other counties are following suit. Gavin 
Rollins, a Clay County commissioner, 
told Fox News, “I’m a big fan of what 
Lake County did, and I’m proposing the 
same resolution in Clay County. With 
Beto [O’Rourke] saying he’s going to take 
people’s guns away, I think it’s important 
that, as community leaders, we stand with 
our citizens and reaffirm that the Second 
Amendment is not negotiable.... This is 
going set off a ripple effect.” 

Sarasota County Commissioner Chris- 
tian Ziegler told Fox News, “I am excited 
to bring up the Second Amendment Sanc- 
tuary County Resolution because you usu- 
ally only hear from Second Amendment 
supporters reactively on defense, rather 
than pro-actively on offense.... With our 
Second Amendment rights, guaranteed to 
us by our Constitution, under attack at all 
levels of government, I believe it is im- 
portant for the Sarasota County Commis- 
sion to make it clear — to the citizens we 
represent — where their local government 
stands on this issue.” 

The resolution in Lake County, which is 
near Orlando, passed unanimously. Lake 
County Commissioner Josh Blake said 
that his constituents overwhelmingly sup- 
port the resolution. “The Second Amend- 
ment is the one that protects everything 
else. This is a right that we have that dis- 
tinguishes us from almost every country 
on the globe. 

Fox News reported that municipalities 
in Alaska, Arizona, Idaho, Kansas, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, and Wyoming 
have already adopted similar resolutions, 
and the list keeps growing. Ml 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Eco-omen: 
The End Is Nigh — Again 


Item: On November 20, the Associated 
Press reported that former Vice President 
Al Gore had “kicked off a series of cli- 
mate presentations” slated to “continue 
around the globe.” Termed “24 Hours of 
Reality,” the series is “an endeavor of The 
Climate Reality Project, founded by Gore 
to educate the public and inspire action on 
climate change.” 

In one presentation, in New Jersey, 
Gore was quoted (by a CBS affiliate) as 
saying: “This is Pearl Harbor. This is 
Midway. This is the Battle of [the] Bulge. 
This is 9/11. We have to rise to this chal- 
lenge. We have to change.” He used vir- 
tually the same language in a speech in 
Tennessee where, the AP reported, “Gore 
called climate change ‘the life and death 
struggle of people alive today.’” 

Gore also “expressed his support for 
the so-called Green New Deal. Noted the 
AP, the GND, among other goals, “calls 
for virtual elimination of greenhouse gas 
emissions responsible for global warming 
by 2030.” 

ITEM: Jna special “Climate Issue,” dated 
September 21-27, the London-based 
Economist called for decarbonizing the 
world’s economy, while acknowledging 
that would require “a near-complete over- 
haul.” The publication did grant that cli- 
mate change “is not the end of the world.” 
Still, it seems that the Economist sees it as 
being pretty close to that. Climate change, 
the editors insisted, is “a dire threat to 
countless people — one that is planetary 
in scope if not in its absolute stakes. It will 
displace tens of millions, at the very least; 
it will disrupt farms on which billions rely; 
it will dry up wells and water mains; it will 
flood low-lying places — and, as time goes 
by, higher-standing ones, too.... [And the 
longer that] humanity takes to curb emis- 
sions, the greater the dangers and sparser 
the benefits — and the larger the risk of 
some truly catastrophic surprises.” 

ITEM: An article on Bloomberg.com for 
November 5 set off an “urgent alarm,” 
declaring: “More than 11,000 experts 
from around the world are calling for a 
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Foolish following? Al Gore wants the country to push through the Green New Deal, which would 
end the use of fossil fuels in this country, yet Gore has multiple energy-hogging houses and flies 
around the world to make speeches, though he certainly could afford to live “green.” 


critical addition to the main strategy of 
dumping fossil fuels for renewable ener- 
gy: there needs to be far fewer humans on 
the planet,” wrote Eric Roston. The piece 
cited a warning published in the journal 
BioScience. 

Item: Writing for CNN on November &, 
actor Robert Redford said that President 
Trump had just “notified the United Na- 
tions of his intention to pull America out 
of the most significant climate effort in his- 
tory, the now-famous Paris Accord.” Red- 
ford, also identified as a trustee of the Nat- 
ural Resources Defense Council, called 
this “a decision that has shocked millions 
with its short-sighted foolishness.” 

In his conclusion, Redford railed: “We 
can't allow one unqualified authoritar- 
ian s depraved indifference to the climate 
crisis define Americans’ commitments or 
the character of our nation.” 
CORRECTION: It’s good to have scientists 
to tell us that the universe is made up of 
protons, electrons, and neutrons. Some- 
times, however, they forget the morons; for 
that we can apparently depend on outraged 
grizzled actors, past office-bearers pretend- 
ing to be wizzes, and, inevitably, editorial 
avatars in the left-wing mass media. 

President Trump’s actions to withdraw 
from the Paris Climate Agreement have 
led to a panic-stricken overreaction in 


some quarters. Keep in mind that President 
Obama didn’t submit this to the Senate as 
a treaty, as other counties did, because he 
knew it wouldn’t be ratified. 

Symbolic at best, here is what the 
agreement was aimed at: a global tem- 
perature reduction of 0.17 degree Cel- 
sius (.306 degrees Fahrenheit). As sum- 
marized by Benjamin Zycher, a resident 
scholar at the American Enterprise Insti- 
tute, that figure is the 


temperature reduction in 2100 atten- 
dant upon the Paris greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction, which is the 
simple sum of the promises (“Na- 
tionally Determined Contributions”) 
made by the participating coun- 
tries. The U.S. contribution to that 
“achievement”: 0.015 degree Cel- 
sius. These figures are the modeling 
results using the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency climate model. 
There is no dispute about them. 

That global 0.17 degree Celsius 
includes the ostensible effects of 
the Obama 2015 pseudo-agreement 
with China, if it is meaningful. (It is 
not.) The Chinese promise that their 
greenhouse gas emissions will peak 
“around 2030.” How high will that 
peak be? No one knows. What will 
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their emissions be after the 
peak? No one knows. What 
will happen if, or when, their 
emissions continue to rise 
after “around 2030”? Actu- 
ally, we do know the answer 
to that: nothing. 


If the agreement were fully 
implemented (which it will not 
be), it would cost annually, as 
Zycher writes, “at least 1 per- 
cent of global GDP, or $850 bil- 
lion or more per year, inflicted 
disproportionately upon the 
world’s poor.” 

While pro-Paris liberals have 
recently been carping about the 
United States abdicating its 
international duties, Trump’s 
decision to leave the agree- 
ment was a sovereign decision 
intended for the best interests 
of our country. This was em- 
phasized by Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, who pointed out 
that the United States 


has reduced all types of emissions, 
even as we grow our economy and 
ensure our citizens’ access to afford- 
able energy. Our results speak for 
themselves: U.S. emissions of crite- 
ria air pollutants that impact human 
health and the environment declined 
by 74% between 1970 and 2018. U.S. 
net greenhouse gas emissions dropped 
13% from 2005-2017, even as our 
economy grew over 19 percent. 


No advanced country is meeting its Paris 
pledges, according to the Climate Action 
Tracker. However, that doesn’t mean the 
feverish advocates of the Green New Deal 
have lowered their incessant demands. 
Consider, among other points, the goals of 
Democratic presidential candidates Bernie 
Sanders and Joe Biden, who seek to ban 
fossil fuels. Doing so would (as demon- 
strated in a study by the American Petro- 
leum Institute) destroy the jobs of 10.3 
million Americans. 

The scientific crusaders of climate 
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change — as noted in the BioScience ex- 
cerpt above — say the planet faces a “cli- 
mate emergency,” but we have heard this 
before. In this case, however, it is inter- 
esting to note some of the signatories, as 
discovered by an environmental reporter 
for the Australian newspaper in Novem- 
ber. Dozens of names were removed when 
it was found that their fellow signatories 
included, among others, Harry Potter’s 
headmaster Albus Dumbledore from Hog- 
warts (Harry’s fictional alma mater) and 
Mickey Mouse from the Mickey Mouse 
School of the Blind, Namibia. (On the 
form, the name was rendered as “Micky”’.) 
There is, as it happens, a lot of fiction in 
the climate-change field. 

One of the actual “contributing review- 
ers” of this effort (a project of the Alli- 
ance of World Scientists) is Paul Ehrlich, 
of The Population Bomb infamy (a 1968 
best-seller). He is still in the catastrophe 
business despite some of his earlier whop- 
pers, such as (from the cited book): “The 
battle to feed all of humanity is over. In 
the 1970s hundreds of millions of people 


will starve to death in spite of 
any crash programs embarked 
upon now.” Nope. 

He has also warned: “The 
death rate will increase until at 
least 100-200 million people 
per year will be starving to 
death during the next ten years 
[1970-1980].” Didn’t happen. 
And Ehrlich predicted that be- 
tween 1980 and 1989, around 
four billion people, including 
65 million Americans, would 
perish in what he called the 
“Great Die-Off.” Missed that 
one too. Juuust a bit outside, in 
the famous call of sportscaster 
Bob Uecker. 

Today, Ehrlich and his col- 
leagues want to “stabilize” mil- 
lions of us as soon as possible 
— apparently for our own good. 

There have been numerous 
eco-cataclysms that didn’t pan 
out, though they were widely 
predicted by the presumed doy- 
ens. Dr. Laura Williams com- 
piled some for the Foundation for Eco- 
nomic Education. As she wrote, “Alleged 
experts in biology and zoology predicted 
that of all species of animals alive in 1970, 
at least 75 percent would be extinct by 
1995.” She also pointed to the ubiquitous 
doomsayer Ehrlich and his spurious claim 
that, by 1985, “all important animal life in 
the sea will be extinct.” 

Yet today’s youngsters may still believe 
that well-publicized authorities are infal- 
lible. They could be truly afraid. Think, in 
this regard, of Swedish teen Greta Thun- 
berg, the child activist who wailed before 
the United Nations: “We are in the begin- 
ning of a mass extinction!” 

Some grown-ups, who should know bet- 
ter, are also apparently frightened. Consid- 
er New York Times environmental reporter 
Cara Buckley, who recently penned a long 
piece for that paper entitled “Is There a 
Cure for My Climate Grief?” For therapy 
she flew — imagine the carbon emissions! 
— to Alaska for a kayaking trip “to see 
glaciers while they still exist.” The piece 
had a good deal more, if you can stand it, 
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including her being helped by the work of 
an “environmental grief activist.” 

Others of us who have been around for 
a while recall previous bogus projections. 
For example, there were scare stories in 
the mid-1970s in Newsweek and Time 
(very influential magazines at the time) 
with features about “The Cooling World” 
and “A New Ice Age?” 

Then the tale changed. And, lo, before 
long we are going to be toast. We are now 
instructed that we will be swept away by 
rising oceans caused by hothouse Earth. 
However, Al Gore still has multiple hous- 
es. And fellow greenie Barack Obama 
doesn’t seem personally worried about 
the future; he has just bought a mansion, 
costing a bit under $15 million, near the 
perfidious sea on Martha’s Vineyard. 

On the other hand, columnist Kurt 
Schlichter, who is a trial lawyer and a re- 
tired Army infantry colonel, calls “climate 
change” a hoax. (He says climate changes 
continually, and always has.) He too re- 
calls past forewarnings of doom, saying in 
a recent article for Townhall.com: 


Back in the 70s, I remember we were 
promised an ice age if we didn’t give 
liberals our money and freedom. 
Then in the 80s, we were promised 
death by ozone hole if we didn’t give 
liberals our money and freedom, and 


then doom by acid rain if we didn’t 
give liberals our money and freedom. 
By the time they started promising 
that we were all gonna die from glob- 
al warming if we didn’t give liberals 
our money and freedom, I was still 
wanting my ice age. It would be nice 
to have a white Christmas in LA. 


With doomsayers’ horrible track record, 
we can be fairly assured that climate 
change will not cause devastation, but the 
response to the professed threat of climate 
change could lead to actual dire conse- 
quences. While the Federal Reserve in this 
country says it is resisting demands to use 
its powers against “climate change,” that 
is not the case in other developed nations. 
The Wall Street Journal noted in mid-No- 
vember that other central bankers 


have been all too happy to join the 
climate-change virtue parade. The 
European Central Bank has bought 
“green” bonds financing renewable 
energy, though environmentalists 
also want it to ditch assets in fossil- 
fuel companies. Sweden’s central 
bank this week dumped government 
bonds from Alberta, Canada, and 
Queensland, Australia, because of 
their high emissions. 

Then there’s the Bank of England, 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


which plans to incorporate global 
warming and government climate 
policies in its bank stress tests. This 
means that banks will be punished if 
they hold assets in fossil fuels. 


And don’t expect thorough coverage on 
false climate claims by Big Media. The 
Daily Caller News Foundation (DCNF) 
just exposed details about how more than 
200 “media outlets and journalists part- 
nered together with activists to coordinate 
and hype climate change news before the 
2019 U.N. climate summit.” Indeed, ac- 
cording to reporter Chris Ward, many did 
not even make public that coordination. 

“Large parts of the mainstream media 
have stopped pretending to strive for ob- 
jectivity in their reporting,” commented 
Myron Ebell, director of the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute’s Center for Energy 
and Environment. He told the DCNF: 
“On the climate issue, many outlets and 
reporters are now publicly boasting about 
the fact that they are promoting their own 
prejudices on the grounds that increasing 
global energy poverty is a noble cause.” 

It used to be considered a laughing mat- 
ter to notice that the weatherman is the 
only person who is repeatedly wrong and 
still gets to keep his job. Today that is the 
case with climate-disaster predictors, and 
it is not a joke. 

Our descendants may well judge that 
we all have been stricken by madness. 
One who is decidedly not mad is Richard 
Lindzen, a Harvard-educated American at- 
mospheric physicist who for three decades 
until his retirement in 2013 was Alfred P. 
Sloan Professor of Meteorology at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

As Lindzen has put it: “Future genera- 
tions will wonder in bemused amazement 
that the early 21st century’s developed 
world went into hysterical panic over a 
globally averaged temperature increase 
of a few tenths of a degree, and, on the 
basis of gross exaggerations of highly 
uncertain computer projections combined 
into implausible chains of inference, pro- 
ceeded to contemplate a roll-back of the 
industrial age.” Hi 

—— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


Impeachment Exposes Guilt of the Accusers 


“When one person makes an 
accusation, check to be sure 
he himself is not the guilty 
one. Sometimes it is those 
whose case is weak who make 
the most clamour.” 

— Piers Anthony, British- 
American science-fiction 
author 


o it is that the first 

S round of the House 

impeachment proceed- 

ings against President Donald 
Trump has concluded with the 
accusers being exposed as the 
perpetrators of the very crimes 
they are accusing the president 
of committing. What’s more, 
the entire contrived impeachment affair has exposed the incred- 
ibly brazen Deep State coup effort and all its agents — current 
and former federal officials, intelligence operatives, members of 
Congress, and media shills — to millions of Americans who have 
watched it unfold live on television and the Internet. Meanwhile, 
as to the charges that President Trump and members of his admin- 
istration engaged in some nefarious campaign of collusion, brib- 
ery, extortion, and pressure against the government of Ukraine, 
not a scintilla of evidence was produced to counter the statements 
of Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, both of 
whom have flatly denied that Trump pressured, threatened, or 
bribed Zelensky during their now-famous July 25 telephone call. 

However, anyone can go online and watch Joe Biden joyfully 
boasting to an audience at the Council on Foreign Relations 
(with CFR President Richard Haass sitting beside him) about 
how he, as Obama’s vice president, threatened to withhold $1 
billion from Ukraine if it didn’t fire prosecutor Viktor Shokin, 
who was investigating the Biden family’s dealings with the cor- 
rupt Ukrainian company Burisma. 

On the other hand, after repeatedly promising a “smoking 
gun,” Trump’s Democratic accusers produced a string of dud 
witnesses who offered second- and third-hand hearsay about 
the president’s alleged bribery-extortion. The substance of their 
collective testimonies was that Trump ignored the advice of the 
“experts” at the State Department and the National Security 
Council, cutting them out of his policy decisions, and was (hor- 
rors!) fashioning his own policies, which they, the “experts,” 
claimed is risking our national security. 

Not surprisingly, the Deep State-aligned media almost uniform- 
ly treated the anti-Trump witnesses with the greatest deference 
and found their testimony “severely damaging” to the president. 
They were especially wowed by the “authoritative” testimony of 
former Trump advisor on Russia and national security Fiona Hill. 


Fiona Hill 
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Why the fawning respect for 
Hill? Well, for one thing, she 
defiantly reinforced the testi- 
mony of previous witnesses 
and praised their competence 
and expertise. 

How dare the president 
dismiss this “respected” 
diplomat! And how dare he 
rebuff the advice of career 
experts! That is the take by 
the media mob, which seems 
unanimously to agree with 
former Clinton Labor Sec- 
retary Robert Reich, who 
opined in a column: “On 
one side are dedicated public 
servants seeking to protect 
America. On the other side 
are Trump and his thugs, seeking to protect Trump.” 

Witness Alexander Vindman stated he became alarmed that 
Trump’s Ukraine policies were “inconsistent with the consen- 
sus views of the interagency.” Which is another way of saying 
that Trump was at deep odds with the Deep State, the “perma- 
nent government” of globalist policy elites who occupy “the 
Swamp.” The Washington Post chose to see Vindman as a heroic 
figure who was “deeply troubled by what he interpreted as an 
attempt by the president to subvert U.S. foreign policy.” Yes, 
according to the Post, it is “the consensus views” of their ruling 
class, not our constitutionally elected president, that determine 
our nation’s foreign policy. 

This brings us back to Fiona Hill, who epitomizes the Deep 
State apparatchik that is at the heart of what is a very real, actual 
war being fought within our federal government. Not only is 
Hill a high-level member of the Council on Foreign Relations, 
the central brain trust of the globalist establishment, but she is 
also a longtime staffer, expert, and/or official at the coterie of 
CFR sister organizations, such as the Brookings Institution, the 
Atlantic Council, the Carnegie Endowment, the Eurasia Foun- 
dation, the Belfer Center at Harvard, and George Soros’ Open 
Society Foundation, all of which have been gunning for Trump 
and relentlessly attacking him at every turn. President Trump 
reportedly suspected — and with good reason — that Hill, her 
staff, and her former NSC boss H.R. McMaster (CFR) couldn’t 
be trusted and were the source of illegal leaks and harmful ob- 
struction of his policies. 

Impeachment Phase 2 will not produce any more than Phase 
1 (or the abortive Mueller-Russia “investigation), but the Deep 
Staters hope it will cause “death by a thousand cuts” — for both 
President Trump and our Republic. 


AP Images 


William F: Jasper is senior editor of The New American. 
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